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Ecitor’s Note:

Connections Eai

ne of the benefts of editing Connections

is the opportunity to speak to Milken
Educators from across the nation. Milken
Educators are a diverse lot. In this issue alone,
we feature primary, middle and high school
educators; English teachers, a math teacher, a
science teacher and a band director; a former
principal and a current vice principal. From
Hawaii to New England, from Los Angeles to
Teutopolis, Milken Educators represent a vast
demographic range.

What they all have in common, however, is
professionalism, intelligence and an obvious
passion for their work. Asked about their most
impactful programs, they do not hold back
their feelings. Jane Fung’s voice quavers when
talking about her frst class of third graders. Jim
Aquavia speaks with quiet reverence about the

effect that a Milken Festival for Youth project
has had on his students and community.

Most of all, what one gets from talking to Milken
Educators is a sense of profound generosity. By
their very nature, all good teachers are givers.
Each day they share with their students is a
gift, though they would be the frst to admit
that teaching is a gift that reciprocates instantly
and constantly. For the stories in this issue

of Connections, these Milken Educators have
given us their time and a glimpse into their
professional lives; in some cases, they have
given us their writing. For this, and for all that
they do, we express our deepest gratitude.

If you have any comments, please

email them to jcho@mff.org or write to:
Johnny Cho, Editor, Connections, Milken
Family Foundation, 1250 Fourth Street,
Santa Monica, CA 90401.

If you have an idea for an article you
would like to write for Connections,
please send a brief synopsis to the editor.
While we will review every synopsis, we
cannot guarantee that all ideas will be
accepted for publication.
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master teacher harry mcQueeney at Red Sandstone Elementary School
(Eagle County, Colorado)

a traditional school structure, here’s how
his life might have gone:

After a few years of teaching, he might
have wanted to earn a higher salary. To do
this, he might have taken classes toward a
master’s degree, even if the degree had no
practical impact on his teaching. After earning
the degree, he might have wanted to continue
advancing professionally, not only for more
pay, but for a greater leadership role in devel-
oping instructional and curricular strategies at
the school or district level. To do this, he would

H ad Jason Culbertson ended up teaching in

have had to leave the classroom—where he is
needed most—and become an administrator.

Fortunately, this is not how Jason’s life
turned out. Instead, he ended up at Bell Street
Middle School, a Teacher Advancement
Program (TAP) school in Clinton, South
Carolina. As a master teacher under TAP,
Jason has all that he wants: more money, more
instructional and curricular leadership, and a
sense of professional advancement. And he still
spends a significant portion of each day
teaching students in two eighth-grade social
studies classes.

Jason is one of several TAP teachers
enjoying the benefits of multiple career paths,
one of TAP’s four interrelated key elements.
From career teacher to mentor teacher to mas-
ter teacher, TAP allows educators to progress
upward along a career ladder, advancing not
only financially, but—more important—
professionally.

Jason is the first TAP teacher ever to move
through all three of TAP’s career phases. As
a TAP career teacher in his second year out
of college, Jason not only taught classes, but
attended cluster meetings with fellow educators,
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while having
mentor and master
teachers model lessons
for him in his classroom.
This culture of collaboration,
an important aspect of the TAP model,
helped him avoid the situation many begin-
ning teachers face in the traditional school
system: going into a classroom alone, not
knowing what to do.

Moving up to the mentor teacher level
in his third year, Jason began playing a much
larger role in planning and implementing
cluster groups, giving him a greater voice in
the instructional focus of the school.

Now, as a master teacher, Jason still
spends time in the classroom, but also makes
certain that every teacher in the school is
following through with their individual
growth plans, and that every cluster group
activity is aligned with school goals.

“The main thing is growth,” he said. “I
know I’ve been a much better teacher because
I’ve been able to visit other teachers’ class-
rooms and see what they do. And now, as a
master teacher, not only am I growing but I'm
trying to get others to grow as well.”

With each level upward, the responsibili-
ties—and opportunities—increase, something
that appeals strongly to Linda “Gay” Cotter,
assistant principal and master teacher at
Avon Elementary School in Eagle County,
Colorado. A 21-year veteran of teaching, Gay
first joined TAP as a mentor teacher at nearby
Minturn Middle School, then became a
master teacher before moving to Avon.

“TAP renewed my vigor and passion for
education,” she said. “It’s a vehicle for people
like myself to expand skills and apply them to
meet challenges.”
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qut of the classroom

Educators observe career teacher Donna King during the November 2004 TAP Conference

As a TAP master teacher, Gay
appreciates being able to “collaborate with
a wider view,” working on district-level and
even state-level issues, then bringing them
back to the building level. She also values
the training opportunities that are constantly
available to all teachers under TAP.

“I probably spend three full days a month
with master-level trainings, which have just
been phenomenal,” she said. “It’s been a
real learning experience and very valuable.
There’s nothing nicer than feeling qualified.
It doesn’t mean you don’t still have a lot to
learn—but to have that foundation under you
is wonderful.”

Both Jason and Gay believe that if they
were not teaching at a TAP school today, they
would probably no longer be in the teaching
profession.

TAP teachers gather for a cluster meeting

“I have no doubt that after two or four
years of teaching at some of those schools
where my friends teach, I wouldn’t be there,”
he said. “So many of my friends and I gradu-
ated at about the same time. Not many of us
are left in teaching. I don’t think it’s a coinci-
dence that the one who is sticking with it is at
a TAP school.

Throughout high school and college,
Jason had always thought of teaching as a
career option he wanted to explore temporar-
ily before moving on to another profession.
He now intends to stay in teaching for a
while.

“For me, TAP is a perfect fit.”

For more information about TAP, please visit
www.mff.org/tap.
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Hawaii’s highly cohesive Milken Educator Network celebrates
excellence in education and promotes teacher quality

here is much to appreciate about the

I State of Hawaii: its beautiful, sandy
beaches; its lush, colorful flora; its
exciting blend of cultures; and its strong,
committed network of Milken Educators.

Since joining the Milken National
Educator Award Program in 1990, Hawaii has
maintained a powerfully cohesive network
amonyg its recipients. This is no loose asso-
ciation of educators haphazardly interacting
on an informal basis. The National Milken
Educators of Hawaii meet regularly, pay dues
toward a network fund and elect an executive
committee comprised of a president, a vice
president, a secretary and a treasurer. They also
appoint district liaisons to keep communication
flowing among educators across the state.

Two years ago, the National Milken
Educators of Hawaii also began organizing
an annual Milken Education Conference of
their own. Modeled after the Milken State
Conferences of the past, the day-long event

combines professional development with rec-
ognition and celebration. Network meetings
and workshops are presented in the morning,
followed by a luncheon during which vid-
eos are shown of the state’s newest Milken
Educators at their surprise notifications. These
recipients are then presented with leis and
their obelisks, and given time to speak.

“Two years ago, the Hawaii Department
of Education decided to combine all their

Katherine Nakamura (hl *04) at hawaii’s milken State
Education Conference

awardees—Teacher of the Year, Milken
Educators and others—into one event,” said
Geraldine Ichimura (HI ’95), who has served
as the network’s president over the last two
years.

“Those of us in the network felt that that
wasn’t enough. As soon as the department
said they weren’t going to be able to sponsor
a separate Milken luncheon, the group said,
‘We have to honor our fellow awardees the
way we remember being honored.” And so we
did and it’s worked out really well.”

According to Geri, one indication of
the success of the state conferences is that
those who are invited to the event—including
veteran Milken Educators and state and local
dignitaries—not only do attend, but pay for
the trip and luncheon out of their own pockets.

“They believe in this, so they pay to
come,” said Geri. “That’s support.”

One such dignitary was Hawaii State
Senator and Chair of the Senate Education



Committee Norman Sakamoto. He was so
impressed by the first conference that he
suggested Geri contact the president of First
Hawaiian Bank and try to secure funding for
the next one. With Senator Sakamoto’s sup-
port, Geri met with the bank president, Don
Horner, and made her pitch.

“He said, ‘Sure, consider it done!”” said
Geri. “He was all for it.”

First Hawaiian Bank donated $5,000 to
the National Milken Educators of Hawaii,
allowing them to fly this year’s new Milken
Educator from Kauai, Clyde Hashimoto, and
his family and guests to the big event, which
occurred in January at the J. W. Marriott
Ihilani Resort in Honolulu. The donation also
helped treat Hawaii’s other recipient this year,
Honolulu resident Katherine Nakamura, and
three of her guests to the luncheon.

Hawaii’s Milken State Education
Conference is also where the network pres-
ents its annual $500 scholarship to a Hawaii

“It’s rewarding to be able to stay in touch with the people
in the network and try to play a small part in recognizing
teachers who are trying to improve their craft.”

-Jay Chow (HI '97)

Kauai District Superintendent Daniel hamada, New milken Educator Clyde hashimoto (hl "04),
and Dianne Nitta, former principal of Clyde’s school, Kalaheo Elementary

Photos courtesy of Cheryl Shintani (hl '2)

educator “to help fund educational pursuits for
the enhancement of professional development
activitites.”

These awards have been a tradition of
the Hawaii network dating all the way back to
the third year of the state’s participation in the
Milken Educator Awards.

Educators throughout the state of Hawaii
with at least four years of teaching experi-
ence are encouraged to apply for the scholar-
ship, the money for which comes from the
dues paid by network members. Like the
Milken National Educator Awards, the Hawaii
network’s scholarship alternates each year
between elementary and secondary educa-
tors. The nature of the projects funded have
also reflected the focus of the Milken Family
Foundation: in the late 1990s, it was educa-
tion technology; recently the scholarship has
sponsored efforts to improve teacher qual-
ity. In fact, the scholarship is now called the
National Milken Educators of Hawaii Annual

“We have to honor our fellow awardees the way we

remember being honored.”

Scholarship to Promote Teacher Quality.

“It’s rewarding to see these teachers use
the money to plan trainings at their school,
take coursework or participate in summer
training on the mainland,” said Jay Chow
(HI *97), chair of the network’s Scholarship
Committee.

Two years ago, the scholarship went
to Stacey Kawasaki, a Hawaiian immer-
sion teacher, so that she could travel to New
Zealand to deliver a presentation at a joint
literacy conference and meet with Australian
and New Zealand teachers working in similar
programs. This year, Earle Hotta, a counselor
at Maui High School, received the funds to
expand the school’s career and college center.

“It’s a lot of work, but it’s really worth
it,” said Jay. “It’s rewarding to be able to stay
in touch with the people in the network and
try to play a small part in recognizing teachers
who are trying to improve their craft.”

For more information, contact Geraldine
Ichimura at Geri_Ichimura/OPMAIN/
HIDOE @notes.k12.hi.us or Jay Chow at
jachow @ksbe.edu.

00



_JGUEST ARTICLE 1

by Craig Lindvahl (IL *89)

Documentary filmmaking has led
Milken Educator Craig Lindvahl and
his students on a whirlwind journey
full of unexpected twists and turns

04

eutopolis, Illinois is a town of about
T 1,500, surrounded by thousands of

acres of farmland. Most of its resi-
dents can trace their lineage back to the orig-
inal families who settled the town in 1839.
No one would ever mistake Teutopolis for
Hollywood.

No one.

It’s an unlikely place for reaching out
to the world through music videos and tele-
vision programming. [ suppose it’s even
more unlikely that such work would begin
in a high school band room, with a small
town band director and his students. But
Teutopolis is an unusual place, and the stu-
dents here are unusual people.

This is the story of how one thing leads
to another and how things can unexpectedly
come back full circle.

The Beginning

In 1985, during my seventh year as
band director, students from Teutopolis
High School joined with students from ten
other high schools to film a music video
called Children of a Dream. They wrote the
lyrics, I set them to music, we hired a pro-
fessional film crew, and two years later, the
whole thing ended up on NBC.

This led to another project, Together
We Can, a music video about kids’ views on
global relations and world peace. We sent
this video to the leader of every country in
the world. Talk about a great geography les-
son!

One of the nearly 50 leaders who
responded, President Amata Kabua of the
Marshall Islands, invited some of our stu-
dents to meet him in Washington, D.C.,
where he was scheduled to officially open

their embassy. We took about a dozen stu-
dents to Washington, and after some proto-
col training at the State Department, spent
some time with President Kabua at the
embassy.

From this experience, we developed
a partnership with the Peace Corps, and in
1991, we took about a dozen students and
a television crew to the Marshall Islands.
There we shot a student-organized, stu-
dent-hosted documentary about the coun-
try’s history, culture and people. The Peace
Corps put together a workbook, and the fin-
ished product went out to more than 5,000
schools around the United States through a
program called “World Wise Schools.”

Things Change
In 1993, we were planning to produce
a video documenting local World War II



Photos courtesy of Craig Lindvahl

stories when I received a filmmaking grant
that prohibited student involvement. For the
first time, I decided to step out and see if I
could make a documentary on my own.

The resulting film, They Served
With Honor, was ultimately used by the
Smithsonian and was distributed nationally
through the Public Broadcasting System.

I was hooked.

It should have come as no surprise.
Documentaries incorporate all of my favor-
ite things: researching, writing, composing
music, storytelling and teaching. For years
I had watched my students experience these
pleasures as they made their films. Now I
was experiencing them myself.

Again, one project led to another. I
produced two more documentaries, won
several Mid-America Emmys, acquired a
partner named Joe Fatheree and started a
production company called Callan Films.

In 2001, we were well into production
on a documentary called A Time for Honor:
Stories from Vietnam (now showing on PBS
stations across the country) when a student
walked into my office and said, “Hey, why
haven’t you ever taught us how to do this
stuff?”

It suddenly occurred to me that an
entire generation of students had passed
through the band room without experienc-
ing the joy of documentary filmmaking. I
recalled the early days—the first music
video, the meeting with President Kabua,
the trip to the Marshall Islands. I decided it
was time to resurrect the student program.

Within six months, we established
our first television production class and
acquired some equipment. We were on our
way.

Full Gircle

In the last three years, I’ve watched my
students tell great stories. More importantly,
I’ve watched them acquire some of the most
critical skills they will ever acquire: how to
synthesize information, harness technology
as a means rather than an end, communi-
cate their ideas in a concise and coherent
manner, and most of all, how to really, truly
work together.

Their projects have been varied: a silent
movie, a movie about the life of a pencil, a
serious piece about what it’s like to be the

child of divorced parents, and another about
the tragedy of an automobile accident that
left a family member paralyzed.

Last year, one of my students won a
national student television award for a doc-
umentary he produced on a disabled student
in our school, whose remarkable personal-
ity teaches others about compassion, dedi-
cation and acceptance.

Though my partner Joe and I continue
to produce work on our own, our students
are sometimes involved. Our latest, An
Uphill Climb, concerns a disabled moun-

tain climber. Three of our students spent
two weeks with us in Idaho and Wyoming,
serving as production interns and shooting
footage for a behind-the-scenes featurette.

Joe has also become my teaching part-
ner. We are involved in a pilot program that
combines students from both of our schools
for a daily, two-period multimedia class.

These are exciting times. Some of our
students are spearheading a student film
night at a local theater, selecting the projects
to be shown and designing commemorative
posters and other publicity for the evening.
Others are producing a piece called Who We
Are, Where We Are. Students at Cristo Rey
High School in the inner city of Chicago
will produce a similar piece, and later this
spring the two groups will swap, each pro-
ducing a piece about the other. Another
group of students is working with inner-city
students on a long-term partnership to pro-
duce an animated program aimed at reduc-
ing gang influence. Still others work for a
nearby university, serving as camera opera-
tors for college sports.

Several former students are now in film
school; others plan to use their skills pursu-
ing careers in journalism and business.

As for the student who asked why we
weren’t teaching television production?
After interning with us on An Uphill Climb,
he is now majoring in film and music edu-
cation. Seems he wants to be a band director
who produces documentaries and teaches
television production.

For more information, contact Craig
Lindvahl at clindvahl @effingham.net.
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Scranton Reads

by Christopher Mazzino (PA ’03)

The Children or Willesden Lane

How Christopher Mazzino brought Mona Golabek’s powerful book—
and the pianist herself—to Scranton, Pennsylvania

October 2003 when Dr. Jane Foley,

senior vice president of the Milken
Family Foundation National Educator
Awards, arrived at West Scranton High
School in Scranton, Pennsylvania to pres-
ent me with a Milken National Educator
Award.

But I had no idea how much my life
would change the following month when
Dr. Foley invited me to attend a session
she was presenting with fellow Milken
Educator Sarah Powley (IN ’93) at the
National Council of Teachers of English
Annual Convention in San Francisco.

Their session included a performance
by Grammy-nominated pianist Mona
Golabek, a performance that movingly
evoked, in words and music, the story of
her mother’s escape from Nazi-occupied
Vienna during World War II aboard the
Kindertransport. This story is recounted in
a book that Mona co-authored called The
Children of Willesden Lane.

Talking to Mona afterwards, I men-
tioned that her book would be a perfect
vehicle for the next Scranton Reads—One
City, One Book program. Scranton Reads
is a citywide reading program sponsored
by the City of Scranton and the Albright
Memorial Library in which community
members read a mutually selected novel
each year, then participate in discussions
and other community events related to the
book.

Mona agreed and offered me the ulti-
mate challenge: If I could get the city and
library to adopt the book, she would come
to Scranton and perform a concert for
the city.

I knew my life would change in

I was hesitant about the logistics of secur-
ing approval for the book’s selection. It
seemed like a daunting task. Dr. Foley
encouraged me by reminding me, “You
can do anything—you’re a Milken
Educator!”

Spurred on by that challenge, I
immediately called my principal, William
F. King, who set up a meeting for us to
propose the book to the mayor of Scranton,
Christopher A. Doherty.

Mayor Doherty enthusiastically
endorsed the proposal. So did the Scranton
Reads Library Committee. We set a date in
October 2004, and I called Mona with the
good news.

Mona graciously agreed to perform not
only one concert, but four: one for the
general public, and three others to
accommodate the nearly 4,000 students
who would read her book as part of
the Scranton School District’s Summer
Reading program.

Scranton Prepares

October 2004 saw a bevy of activi-
ties as we anticipated Mona’s arrival at
the end of the month. The Scranton Reads
Committee held kickoff ceremonies at
West Scranton High School, where several
students performed dramatic readings from
the book to an audience of high school
students. In addition to interdisciplinary
classroom projects throughout the district,
students voluntarily participated in weekly
book talks at the Scranton Public Library.

At West Scranton High School, fam-
ily consumer science students prepared
a variety of foods mentioned in Mona’s
book, which were served at the book talks.
Middle and high school students through-
out the district created posters and “shadow
boxes” featuring items they would take
with them if they had to leave home, as
Mona’s mother did in the book. Music
students studied and played some of the
pieces that Mona Golabek performs on the
CD that accompanies the Milken Family
Foundation’s The Children of Willesden
Lane curriculum guide. Middle school
teachers played Mona’s CD in the cafeteria
during lunch to familiarize students with
the music. University professors held adult
book talks throughout the community, add-
ing historical content about the Holocaust
for the adult readers in our community.
And a local television station aired Into the
Arms of Strangers, a documentary about
the Kindertransport, throughout the month
of October.

Shortly before the concerts, four
Kindertransport survivors visited all the
secondary schools in the district,
speaking to students and teachers and



providing firsthand accounts of their
experiences.

Mona Performs

Mona’s concert for the community, held
at Scranton High School, boasted an atten-
dance of over 800 people, including local
survivors of the Holocaust who shared their
stories with Mona and audience members.

As Mona took the stage, people became
silent and listened, deeply moved by the
haunting story of The Children of Willesden
Lane, and by Mona’s retelling of it, as she
played the same music that inspired her
mother’s life. It was a uniquely enjoyable
though bittersweet experience.

Following the concert, Mona conducted
a question-and-answer session. The ques-
tions and her answers not only touched
upon her mother’s experience on the
Kindertransport, but important life messages
and values as well: mother-daughter rela-
tionships, the dividends of hard work, the
rewards of following one’s dream and how
music can inspire people on so many levels.

Photos courtesy of Angelo Rose, Scranton School District

Mona also participated in a book signing
and reception, where community members
crowded around her to share their enthusi-
asm about the book.

The community concert was followed
by the three concerts for students in the
Scranton School District. These were held
at West Scranton High School. Students
had been waiting for weeks to hear—live
and in person—the same music and voice
they had heard on the curriculum guide
CD.

When Mona’s fingers caressed the keys
of the beautiful concert Steinway piano, the
audience fell silent. Students were mes-
merized by the magic of her music. As Dr.
Foley later said, “You could have heard a
pin drop. This was today’s young people
listening to and enjoying classical music.”

Afterwards, when she opened the floor
to questions and answers, students jumped
from their seats for the opportunity to be
called upon. In all my years as an educator

“One student said that this was the first book she had read in high school that
she truly enjoyed, and that meeting Mona made it even more exciting.”
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“When Mona’s
fingers caressed
the keys of the
beautiful concert
Steinway piano,
the audience
fell silent. Students
were mesmerized
by the magic

of her music.”




“In all my years as an
educator | have never
seen so many students

anxious to ask questions

about a book!”

I have never seen so many students anxious to ask
questions about a book!

What made the concerts even more special
was the time Mona took to speak one-on-one with
several of the students. They wanted to know more
about the characters in the memoir and extended
their sympathies to her for those who had suf-
fered so much during the horrible events of the
Holocaust.

That evening, Mona surprised students at
the Scranton Public Library with an unscheduled
appearance and participated in the final book talk
meeting. This intimate gathering thrilled students,
teachers and library staff alike.

Mona’s performances were an overwhelming
success, and the positive feedback from everyone
regarding the program was gratifying. One student
said that this was the first book she had read in high
school that she truly enjoyed, and that meeting
Mona made it even more exciting. The community
not only enjoyed Mona’s inspiring retelling of her
mother’s story, but also gained an understanding of
the events of the Holocaust and an appreciation for
classical music.

Scranton reads—and thanks to Mona Golabek
and the Milken Family Foundation, Scranton will
never forget.

For more information, contact Christopher
Mazzino (PA *03) at ELAN717 @aol.com.

The Foundation’s curriculum guide and music tracks for
The Children of Willesden Lane are available at
www.mff.org/cw/cw.taf.

Other Willesden Lane News

March 2004: Mona Golabek gave a community concert
in Boise, Idaho, for 550+ people, culminating in a citywide read
of the book. Mona and Jane Foley (IN ’94) also conducted a
state workshop for social studies and English teachers. Mona
and Dr. Foley presented at the Association for Supervision and
Curriculum Development (ASCD) annual conference in New
Orleans. Pam Gardner (CT ’01) presented at the Northeast
Regional Conference on Social Studies in New Haven,
Connecticut.

April 2004: With the leadership of Linda Fisher (CA ’98),
the San Diego County Office of Education added The Children
of Willesden Lane to its library list.

May 2004: Janice Smith (MA ’'99) created a Web site
about her use of The Children of Willesden Lane at http://
home.earthlink.net/~jesmith/WillesdenLane.html. Cynthia
Montoya (NV ’90) published an article in School Librarian’s
Workshop. Mona and Dr. Foley presented the project at the
2004 Milken Family Foundation National Education Confer-
ence in Washington, D.C. Also at the Milken Conference,
Sarah Powley (IN ’93) presented a Models of Quality breakout
session on the application of the materials.

August 2004: The State of Idaho added the book and
study guide/CD to the state’s list of recommended resources
for social studies.

November 2004: Mona and Dr. Foley presented for the
Council of State Social Studies Supervisors (CS4) and at the
National Council for Social Studies (NCSS) Annual Conference
in Baltimore. Through the leadership of Denise Hershberger
(MD ’96), Queen Anne’s County in Maryland approved the book
and study guide for use in eighth-grade reading, language arts
and music. Thanks to the work of Alice Bertels (KS ’00),
Accelerated Reader has added a Children of Willesden Lane
test to its inventory.

December 2004: Since 2002, 39,000 books have been
disseminated, and 58 public, private and religious middle and
high schools across the country are currently using the ma-
terials. The Annenberg Foundation joined the project and will
be creating a set of video resource materials to complement
the curriculum guide and assist teachers who are using The
Children of Willesden Lane in their instruction. Video resource
materials are expected to include classroom documentaries
of middle and high school teachers using the book in various
disciplines; a recital by Mona Golabek, reading from the book
and playing musical excerpts; and an author profile about
Mona’s life, work and background. Materials will be available
for free at www.learner.org, starting in the summer of 2006.
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By Kelly Budd (NH *99)

5 FEET First
(Q into Teaching

A New Hampshire program helps high school students
explore teaching as a career—and earn credit for it

America began their careers with a

celebration.

At New Hampshire’s Plymouth
State College, family and friends of
these young men and women gathered
along with state representatives, educa-
tors and the local media to witness the
big event. One by one, these 63 stu-
dents—who had not yet graduated from
high school—stepped onstage to receive
certificates and T-shirts from a program
that allowed them to experience what
it’s like to be a teacher.

Three years later, most are in col-
lege, still pursuing that goal.

Milken Educator Kelly Budd tells
the story of how this program came into
being.

I n May 2002, 63 future teachers of

The Beginning

In 2001, I attended a state symposium
on attracting and retaining quality educators.
In the weeks leading up to the symposium,

I had been asking myself why so few of our
best and brightest were choosing to become
teachers. Too often I had heard that the top 10
percent of our students would never consider
teaching, that they felt they could do much
more in other careers. Teaching was merely a
“fall-back” choice.

Life is truly serendipitous. Following
the symposium, I spoke to three fellow New
Hampshire Milken Educators—Julia Dennett
(NH ’00), Lynn Emery (NH ’00) and Jocelyn
Judge (NH *99)—about the lack of interest
in teaching among our nation’s youth. I told
them about a plan I had created during the
summer, based on a master’s degree project
of mine. The idea was to get students inter-
ested in teaching before they entered college
and to provide support and a network of peers
for students already interested in teaching.

After the symposium, my fellow Milken
Educators agreed to work with me on the
plan. I shared the idea with my colleagues at
Keene High School, met with my principal
and received his approval. I then contacted

Marsha Miller, a technology prep coordina-
tor who was working on a similar idea, and
who would prove to be an integral part of the
program’s development. We were off and run-
ning.

Originally titled FEET (Future Educators
Exploring Teaching), the program began as
an after-school club that met twice a month.
The early meetings consisted of teachers
sharing their reasons for entering the field,
college admissions officers and the chair of
the education department at the local col-
lege explaining in detail what they sought in
potential education students, and junior and
senior education students chronicling their
experiences.

Students job-shadowed teachers at the
elementary and high school levels three times
and even taught a mini-lesson. Juniors major-
ing in education at local Keene State College
shadowed students at my school; Keene High
School students in turn shadowed the college
students in their education classes. The col-
lege students also taught lessons to my high
school students and received feedback from
them.



“Too often I had heard that the top 10 percent of our students
would never consider teaching, that they felt they could do much
more in other careers. Teaching was merely a ‘fall-back’ choice.”

Eager to Teach

Of the 21 Keene High School students
who first enrolled in the program, 19 stayed
through the end of the year. Two of the 19
abashedly told me at the end of the year that
they no longer wanted to teach. Contrary to
their expectations, I told them I was happy
with their decision. It was better that they
realized it now rather than as juniors in
college, when changing majors would be dif-
ficult.

The other 17 were eager to teach.

My three fellow Milken Educators and I
ran similar programs that year. At the end of
the year, we brought our schools together for
the celebration at Plymouth State College.
The students in the program invited the
person who inspired them to teach—many of
whom were teachers—and recognized them
with a crystal apple. Nicholas Donohue, New
Hampshire Commissioner of Education, was
the keynote speaker. State representatives,
school superintendents and principals, and
National Education Association officials also
attended the event.

Mike, a senior and a three-sport athlete,
told me at the year-end celebration that he
would never have followed his dream of
becoming a teacher had this program not
been available. Though his parents disap-
proved of a career in teaching, he explained
that networking with the other six boys in the
program had validated his choice.

When an important baseball game was
rescheduled for the day of our four-school
celebration, Mike did not hesitate to miss the
game and attend the celebration instead.

Improving the Program

When I was given permission to offer
the program as a club for a second year, I
couldn’t wait to implement some improve-
ments. This time, students would be awarded
a half-credit for their participation.

The other three Milken Educators were
unable to offer the program the second year.
Luckily, however, Marsha Miller was more
than ready to work with me.

In the second year, I had 11 students in
the program. By the end-of-the-year celebra-
tion, all 11 proclaimed their intention to
teach. At the same time, 11 of the original 19
students from the first year of the program
completed their first year of college as educa-
tion majors.

In fall 2003, FEET changed its name
to FEA (Future Educators Academy). At
the same time, the program began offering
courses in teaching for high school juniors
and seniors. In tandem with a state program
called Project Running Start, students would
be able to receive dual credit for these courses
in both high school and college.

After extensive meetings and curriculum
revisions, our community technical college
approved our curriculum and agreed to award
credit for Foundations of Education to stu-
dents who pass both courses with a B average
or higher. Because of articulation agreements
with this two-year college and the four-year
colleges in New Hampshire, students who
take the two FEA courses can receive college
credit at any New Hampshire public institu-
tion of higher education.

The curriculum, based on the National
Board for Professional Teaching Standards,
has been approved by New Hampshire col-
leges for its alignment with state teacher
preparation programs. We have also received
a stamp of approval from the New Hampshire
Education Association and the New
Hampshire Department of Education. The
program has been presented at four national
workshops in the last three years.

FEA is expanding across the state. In fall
2003, the first course was offered at one high
school. In spring 2004, four schools were
offering Course 1 and one school was offering
Course 2. In the fall of 2004, seven schools in
the state began offering both courses, and this
spring, the number increased to nine.

Thinking globally but acting locally,
Marsha received grant money to offer as
scholarships to FEA students majoring in
education at New Hampshire colleges and
universities. Last year, one student received

$10,000, two received $7,500 and one
received $5,000.

Where We Are Today

What began as a small master’s degree
project and a small after-school club has
become a powerful program for students
interested in teaching as a career, giving them
the opportunity to practice the art of teaching
through peer teaching, job shadowing, self-
assessment, one-on-one coaching, research
projects and presentations.

It took many hours of curriculum devel-
opment and planning, many visits to the state
department of education and many meetings
with the New Hampshire Board of Higher
Education. But look where we are today!
The benefits to the students are amazing.

Of the original 19, 10 are now juniors, still
majoring in education. Mike is now an aspir-
ing English teacher and has become great
friends with Tobey, an aspiring social studies
teacher and one of the original 19. They stud-
ied for the Praxis together and often develop
lesson plans together.

The benefits to the students involved in
the program have been amazing, but so has
the effect on teachers involved in the pro-
gram. In the first year, I struggled to find 25
teachers with whom to place my students, and
only two college professors and one admis-
sions officer attended the meetings. Today, I
have more teacher volunteers than I can use.

Teachers in the program tell me that it
has rejuvenated them and given them a boost
in their career.

Just when they needed it.

For further information, contact Kelly Budd
at kbudd103 @hotmail.com. More informa-

tion about the Future Educators Academy is
available at http://www.nheon.org/nh_proj-

ects/pathways/FEPathway.php.
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Promoting
N ong Beach
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by Nader Twal (CA *03)

A small learning community in Southern California prepares a
diverse group of students for the challenges of the 21st century

alifornia’s third largest urban school

district, Long Beach Unified, is

located in one of the most diverse
cities in America. At Millikan High School,
where I teach, our student population is 44
percent Hispanic/Latino, 28 percent white
(non-Hispanic), 13 percent African-American,
11 percent Asian and 4 percent Filipino, with
several Pacific Islander and American Indian
students as well.

In fall 2000, the district began to push
for comprehensive high school reform. Part
of this initiative involved the daunting task of
reducing student anonymity and closing the
achievement gap in our eight high schools,
each with a student population of 3,500 or
greater. The district sought to accomplish this
by dividing each school into smaller learning
communities.

Seven such learning communities were
created at Millikan High School. One of these
was a teacher-initiated, grass-roots effort led
by Stephen Dublin, a government and eco-
nomics teacher, and Leslie Gombrich, a world
and American history teacher.

Steve recruited a small group of teach-
ers—including me—who knew that the
reform he was proposing had never been
attempted and believed that the effects of this
reform on students could be profound and
lasting. The 11 committed individuals that we
recruited from various content areas, ethnic
backgrounds and educational expertise began
planning what would come to be the PEACE
Academy.

The PEACE Academy

The PEACE (Personal success through
Empowerment, Academic achievement, Conflict
resolution and Ethics in action) Academy is a
learning community focused on international
negotiations that promotes critical thinking and
community service for college-bound students,
helping them succeed through an integrated cur-
riculum and real-world experiences.

Historically, the education system has
devoted most of its reform efforts to students
in accelerated or remedial programs, while the
“child in the middle” has often been assigned
the “business as usual” model. We felt that this
paradigm was unjust because the needs of the
majority were not being met.

We designed the PEACE Academy to
address the unique needs of this population by
offering a rigorous curriculum that not only
prepares students for postsecondary education,
but also provides them with real-world experi-
ences in a knowledge-based economy. We want
to saturate students in an enriched school experi-
ence, and we feel obliged to give them access to
those opportunities that have traditionally been
reserved for other demographics.

In order to promote these ends, the PEACE
faculty meets in horizontal (grade-level) and
vertical (subject area) teams to design an inter-
disciplinary curriculum that both challenges
students and equips them for the needs of the
21st century. Through comprehensive, interdisci-
plinary projects that combine key concepts from
all core content areas and use the same rubric
criteria for assessment, students are challenged to
connect the content from all of their classes into
a meaningful whole.

It is an energizing process that empowers all
involved.

Nurturing Ethics, Not Just Academics

Perhaps most unique to PEACE is the
way in which philosophy, ethics and char-
acter education are woven seamlessly into
classroom instruction. In collaboration with
the CAPS (Center for the Advancement of
Philosophy in Schools) Program at California
State University, Long Beach, PEACE
students engage in philosophical and ethical
debates about content-specific issues relevant
to their core curriculum.

For instance, while reading Harper Lee’s
To Kill a Mockingbird, students may pause
to discuss “What is justice, and how does it
translate into social reform?” While study-
ing democracy or current events in govern-
ment class, students may be asked to discuss
whether freedom without restraint is ethical
or whether we have achieved the principles
of equality articulated in the Declaration of
Independence.

Ultimately, students propose and imple-
ment solutions to these issues in order to
engage them in the democratic process, which
necessitates civic virtue. It is essential that
we as educators excite these sentiments in
our kids. Without ethics, all that a person has
is someone’s words. With ethics, we have
actions. People may not believe what we say,
but when it is coupled with action, they will
believe what we do. Our morals and values
should drive us to action.

To further nurture students’ holistic needs,
the PEACE faculty facilitates a mentorship
program, in which every PEACE student is
paired with a personal adult advocate and an
upperclassman in the academy. Even we as
adults turn to others for support when our lives
change dramatically. Why should the kids not



have access to the same resources?

The mentorship program provides the
social support and community that students
need to flourish. It addresses the nonacademic
and academic aspects of the students that so
often remain untouched in the classroom envi-
ronment, while reducing anonymity and isola-
tion. Students develop meaningful relationships
with both teachers and fellow PEACE students,
while learning the leadership skills essential to
succeed in the aggressive business world.

Students are asked to maintain a digital
portfolio that addresses the cross-curricular
essential questions posed each quarter. In
so doing, students learn to master advanced
technological skills, while reflecting on their
essential learnings in each course. They also
benefit from having a professional and relevant
medium through which they can present them-
selves to post-secondary institutions. Nothing
is more educationally gratifying than seeing a
student tap into a world they had never consid-
ered available to them.

We do not want our kids to take the roads
already traveled; instead, we aspire to lead them
to roads untraveled and urge them to carve a
trail!

PEACE Succeeds

The statistics are staggering in terms of our
success. We are still waiting on hard data, but
our informal assessments have yielded the fol-
lowing outcomes.

Of our 120 tenth graders, over 80 percent
passed the California High School Exit Exam
in their first attempt. Of those 120, six earned
perfect rubric scores on the writing component.
In science, 77 of the 120 will go on to take a
third year of a science—a 500 percent increase
from previous years.

Forty-three world history students trav-
eled to Sacramento to participate in the Global
Forum at the University of the Pacific—the cul-
mination of a year’s work in the Contemporary
World History Project through Stanford
University. Two students in particular, Rachel
and Adam, were so profoundly impacted by the
experience that they returned with a defined
purpose to invest in their education, since it
truly had real-world application.

In the PEACE Academy math classes, 52
students enrolled in geometry, including 12
ninth graders. In terms of the pass rate on the
end-of-course exam, students tended to score
higher, with a ninth grade high score of 88
percent.

Photos courtesy of Nader Twal

Raising the Bar

Much of the funding for this program
comes from local partnerships and grants that
have propelled the PEACE Academy into the
public eye. Since 2001, the Boeing Company,
the Long Beach Education Foundation, the
National Education Association and local agen-
cies have all contributed to this effort.

In January 2004, Boeing, in conjunction
with the Long Beach Education Foundation,
awarded PEACE the Crystal Vision Award for
“new and innovative programs that will signifi-
cantly improve services, provide greater diver-
sity, and enable agencies to be more effective.”

Our kids have raised the bar for us. We can
no longer be held hostage by the mediocrity
that permeates high school culture. Our students
have shown their capacity to meet and exceed
all that we had hoped or imagined for them.

So many of us come into education to
change the world. For us, the PEACE Academy
has become a vehicle to that end.

For more information on how to initiate such

reform, contact Nader Imad Twal (CA ‘03) at
ntwal @lbusd.k12.ca.us.
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Treasures
of the H eart

Four New Jersey Milken Educators collaborated on a

Festival for Youth project bringing students and seniors together

f our life experiences are riches that we

collect through the years, storing them as

memories in the bank vault of our minds,
then there are none in our society wealthier
than the elderly. The sad truth is, however,

that these valuable memories typically remain

: : “Iwas speechless
locked up, unused while their aged keepers Il_
¢ alone | : ( d resid hall watching my
sit alone in senior centers and residence halls, -
_ . _ students work with the
longing for the love and relationships that were seniors and
once the true currency of their lives. seeing how graceful
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In New Jersey, students from four
schools in four different parts of the state,
under the guidance of four Milken Educators,
engaged in a unique partnership to tap into
this hidden wealth. Through visits, group
activities and interviews, these students,
ranging from grades 4-12, engaged the el-
derly members of their community, listening,
learning and bonding.

The products of these encounters are
four anthologies of poems, essays and other
literary endeavors that recorded for the com-
munity—and posterity—the richness of life
that still endures in the minds and hearts of
the elderly.

Sponsored by the Milken Festival for
Youth, the NJMUSST project (which stands
for New Jersey and Milken Unite Seniors,
Students and Teachers) was the collective
brainchild of Milken Educators Jim Aquavia
(NJ ’02), John Bormann (NJ ’02), Theresa
Licitra (NJ ’02), Stephen Liddawi (NJ *02)
and Patty McGee (NJ °02).

After hearing about the Milken Festival
for Youth at the 2003 Milken Family Foun-
dation National Education Conference, they

Photos courtesy of Theresa Licitra and Patty me Gee

decided to try a novel approach: apply-
ing to the program as a group. Discuss-
ing what they all had in common, they
discovered two things: senior citizens in
their communities and a focus on literacy
in their schools.

The five collaborated during and af-
ter the Conference, exchanging ideas and
meeting several times at Kean University
near Newark. They wrote the application
together, and although Stephen unfor-
tunately could not participate, the other
four submitted the application to the
Foundation as a group.

“It was the first time we’d ever
received proposals from Milken Educa-
tors who had collectively developed a
service project idea that worked for each
of their schools and communities,” said
Paul Mindell, Milken Festival for Youth
program director. “We found the end
result to be impressive, substantive and
moving.”

Several times throughout the year,
students at each school met with their re-
spective senior partners, talking, sharing

School, Then and Now...

by Robert Cox (senior)

and Kelly Rose Gepp (student)
H.W. Mountz School/Spring
Lake Community

When | was young and went to school, a
shirt and tie was the rule.
Today in school it’s a different scene, what

we wear are sweatshirts and jeans.

When | was in school all our subjects
were taught in one room.
Today in school it seems like every five

minutes we’re in a different room.

In our school everything was done
by hand.

Today we use computers and it’s a whole
different land.

When | was in school homework was
a chore.
Today with Google homework’s a bore.

Now that all’s said and done, school then

and now, was still fun.
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My Friend Harold

by Jake Rosen
Norwood Public School/McGuire

Senior Center

Sixty-eight years between us,
He’s seventy-eight...and I'm ten.
But we're still best buddies,

We really talk like men.

I see him once a month,

Even speak to him on the phone.
He helps me with projects,

With Harold, I never feel alone.

Once a soldier in a far away place,
He fought for what was right.

Now a senior close by in Northvale,
I never want to be out of his sight.

reflections and remembrances, and col-
laborating on writing. Some of the writing
was based on activities the students and
seniors shared. At H.-W. Mountz School
in Spring Lake, for example, they saw a
movie and a play together. At Elms El-
ementary School in Jackson, they planted
trees.

Each of the anthologies differs in
style and format. The book produced at
Montclair High School in Montclair is
a book of poetry. The books from H.W.
Mountz School and Norwood Public
School in Norwood are a combination of
poems and essays. The Elms Elementary
anthology includes poems, essays, recipes,
reflections, letters to the editor of a local
newspaper, and letters to U.S. soldiers
stationed in Iraq.

More than the anthologies, however,
it was the human dimension of the project
that the collaborators consider to be
NIMUSST’s greatest success: the relation-
ships and learning that took place between
seniors and students, from their appre-
hensive first meetings to their emotional
farewells at the end.

“I was speechless watching my
students work with the seniors and seeing
how graceful and patient they were,” said

Jim, who teaches at Montclair.

“They really learned a great deal from
each other,” said John, a science teacher at
H.W. Mountz School. “The seniors would
show the kids something and the kids
would say, ‘I never thought of doing it that
way,” or ‘They didn’t have this back then.’
Each group got to see a different genera-
tion of life.”

Jim feels that the true effectiveness of
the project was seen in the intimate mo-
ments between the participants.

“I remember seeing their faces as |
walked around,” he said, “and hearing a
lot of laughter and seeing people look out
the window and pause as they tried to get
the detail they were searching for. Those
are some of the moments that make me
think that this had an impact on the se-
niors and that it was meaningful for them
to be involved in it.”

Patty also witnessed the profound
impact the project had on the seniors.

“What strikes me the most,” she said,
“is that they kept saying they felt like they
were heard. The young people were writ-
ing down their words. They were attentive
and curious and wanted to know about the
seniors’ lives and the wisdom they could
hand off to them.”




Theresa agrees: “They said they felt
like they were accepted unconditionally.
That’s how the seniors felt, and for the
children, the feeling was mutual.”

Indeed, the impact of the project on
the students—academically and other-
wise—was equally profound.

“Very often writing becomes a
chore, a subject kids must do” said Patty.
“When it becomes a passion like this,
when it has meaning, it changes their
idea of what writing is and reveals the
power of writing to them.”

John also saw a difference in his
students’ approach to writing. Being a
science teacher, he had enlisted the aid
of several language arts teachers on the
project. These teachers noticed that the
students were more interested in revising
and editing the pieces they’d written.

“They were writing about something
they helped to create, something that
was really personal and meaningful for
them,” he said. “Their writing was much
more interesting and they were more con-
cerned about their pieces.”

Theresa added, “To see them grow
not only as writers but to grow as
people—that was priceless.”

When Patty McGee returned to school
in September 2004, she was pleasantly
surprised to find that three-quarters of her
previous year’s students were wearing their
Festival for Youth T-shirts on the first day
back to school.

“This changed lives,” said Patty. “It
changed the students’ lives and the seniors’
lives. The impact is just immeasurable.”

As Theresa explained, “A bond was
established, a trust developed and a closeness
evolved from the program. And it still lives
on.”

For more information, contact Jim Aquavia
at jaquavia@comcast.net, John Bormann at
Darwin1991 @aol.com, Theresa Licitra at
WHILLS4@aol.com and Patty McGee at
jpmcgeel @msn.com.

by Brigitte Jean-Louis
Elms Elementary School/Mel Cottrell
Senior Center

Today I planted a tree,

all my friends and me.

So today we say “hooray”

As we plant on this beautiful day.

Our seniors donated trees as a token of
their friendship.

Together we planted them

and we did this in perfect blendship.

Things | Remember

by Doris Mickens with Ariel Banks and
Marcus Shepard

Montclair High School/ Montclair Senior
Care and Activities Center

On my wedding night everything was
wonderful

The dresses were pink with a touch
of white

The scrumptious little finger foods

The wine, the lovely decorations

Most of all

The white diamond my husband gave me.

Orchids and roses were the flowers at
my wedding

The music was playing

Everything was lively and vibrant that
night, that night,

That perfect night.
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Following are excerpts from letters written to Foundation Chairman Lowell Milken.

The Milken National Education Conference was like visiting a land of educational
Utopia where the craziest things I have ever dreamed are happening. While I will not
deny that the money is overwhelmingly wonderful, the experience of meeting inno-
vative people and listening to the discourse of the week far surpassed the money and
became the true treasure. There are few experiences in life that profoundly impact
our lives to the point of changing how we think or how we perceive the world around
us. This honor has been one of those experiences for me.

Amanda Mayeaux (LA *03)

Receiving this educational distinction is beyond any expectation I could have ever
imagined. I love being a teacher and feel I have so much to contribute to the teaching
profession. This privilege has invigorated me with additional ideas and ways I can
improve children’s learning abilities and attitudes about school.

Christine Wood (CA °04)

One year ago today, while driving the regular dirt road route I travel to Maplewood

High School every day of my life, I heard on the local radio station that the Deputy

Secretary of the Pennsylvania Department of Education was making a surprise visit
to my school. Little did I know the “big event” was my notification as a recipient of
a Milken Family Foundation National Educator Award! I will never forget that day!

I still get chills just writing about it. One year later, I have yet to “come down” from
the honor of my life. [ am so thankful for everything the Milken Family Foundation
has done for me. You will never know how much you have changed my life.

Jason C. Drake (PA °03)

Carolyn Baider passed away on September 20, 2004 (see “In Memoriam,” next page).
Following is an excerpt from a letter she wrote to Lowell Milken last year.

The last seven months have been among the most wonderful of my life. It began on October 10, with a
visit to my school by Dr. Jane Foley. The news took days to sink in, and I was gratified by the loving
response of my friends, family and colleagues. That helped when, in November, | was told my cancer
had returned. The support systems swung into action. Chemotherapy can help, but hope, humor and
love are the most powerful cancer fighters around. How lucky I am. And having the trip to Washing-
ton to look forward to got me through many difficult treatments.

Thank you so much for your generosity, your intelligence and your drive to make this world a better
place. You are a wonderful role model for the students we teach.

Carolyn Baider (IL '03)




Latest achievements, advancements

Extra Credits

Janet Allen (ME '91) has published a children’s
picture book called Best Little Wingman (Boyds
Mills Press), about her father who was the snow-
plow man in her small hometown in northern
Maine. She has also published a book called
Reading History with Oxford University Press.

Sherry L. Annee (IN '0O1) was one of six
teachers invited to attend the “Frontiers in
Microbiology” curriculum discussion in Rockville,
Maryland, sponsored by the Biological Sciences
Curriculum Study, a nonproft organization that
develops and supports the implementation of
innovative science education. The goal of the
curriculum discussion was to brainstorm a new
microbiology curriculum supplement. Non-
teacher participants included Claire Frasier,
director of The Genomic Institute of Research
(TIGR), and Joe Mclnerney, the executive director
of The National Coalition for Health Professional
Education in Genetics (NCHPEG).

Harris-Lake Park Elementary School, where Judy
J. Brueggeman (1A '98) teaches, received a
2004 No Child Left Behind Blue Ribbon School
Award. Her students scored in the top 10 percent
in lowa in math and reading.

Nancy Chesley (ME '02) is one of only a few
primary teachers selected to serve on the National
Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP)
Framework Advisory Committee.

Suzanne Culbreth (AL '99), Cathy Pittman
(GA’95) and Tim Rose (OK '01) are now
National Board Certifed teachers. Suzanne’s
certifcation is in Math/Early Adolescence.
Cathy’s is in Social Studies - History/Adolescence
and Young Adulthood. Tim’s is in Art/Early
Adolescence through Young Adulthood. In ad-
dition, Susan Gnagy (1A '99) completed her
National Board Certifcation renewal in English
and Language Arts/Early Adolescence. And Gwen
Childs (AL '02) has been named an inaugural
board member and treasurer of the Alabama
Network of National Board Certifed Teachers.

Michelle Evans (UT '98) received a $5,000
math grant from the National Education
Association Foundation for the Improvement of
Education (NFIE) to be used with her teaching
team in bringing ancient mathematicians “to life,”
such as Euler, Archimedes, Euclid and others.

Page Keeley (ME '93) has published a book
called Science Curriculum Topic Study: Bridging
the Gap Between Standards and Practice
(Corwin Press).
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Roger Marcum (KY ’97) was elected to serve
as vice president of the Kentucky Association of
School Administrators last summer. Last fall, he
was also elected to serve as vice president of the
Council for Better Education. And he was one

of four Kentucky superintendents selected by
the Kentucky Department of Education to serve
as a mentor for an aspiring minority superin-
tendent as a part of the department’s Minority
Superintendent Intern Program. He serves on
the Board of Trustees of St. Catherine College
where he is working on a committee to establish a
teacher education program.

Under the leadership of Sarah Meece (KY ’97),
students in her Future Business Leaders of
America (FBLA) club joined with local businesses,
police departments and veterans organizations

to sponsor a Christmas concert called “Angels
Among Us,” which raised over $11,000 to help the
children of local soldiers serving abroad.

Jennifer 3. Montgomery (ND '01) has been
named the 2004 recipient of the NEA Foundation
Award for Teaching Excellence.

Susan Okeson (AK ’'02) was recently named
one of Alaska’s Top 40 under 40 by the Anchorage
Chamber of Commerce for her work as principal of
Chugiak Elementary, a Spanish immersion school
in the Anchorage School District with a population
of 520 students.

Paul Pioszak (M1 '03) was one of 36 teach-
ers from across the U.S. selected for a Teacher
Excellence Award, which sponsors educational
and diplomatic exchanges with Central Asian
countries through the U.S. State Department.
Paul spent three weeks in Krygyzstan working
with educators, students and policymakers there.
Jesus Bernal (KS '03) was accepted for the
same program and travelled to eastern Russia.

Richard Sykes (ME '93) was re-elected to the
Maine House of Representatives for a second
term.

Cindy Woods (WYV '02) and several other
library media specialists in West Virginia are

in the process of writing content standards and
objectives for the Library Media curriculum. In
November, she presented an update of the work
completed thus far at the fall conference of the
West Virginia Library Association.

In Memoriam

The Milken Family Foundation is deeply
saddened by the passing of four outstanding
members of the Milken Educator family over
the past several months.

Eric Anderson (NV ’'99) died October 26 of
skin cancer. He was a science teacher at Eagle
Valley Middle School in Carson City.

Carolyn Baider (IL '03) died September 20
of liver failure due to cancer. One month after
being surprised with her Milken Educator Award
in October 2003, Carolyn learned that the cancer
she had been fghting for years had returned.
(See “Letters to Lowell” for an excerpt from a
message she wrote to the Foundation after the
2004 National Education Conference.) She was a
special education teacher for ten years at Walter
R. Sundling Junior High School in Palatine.

Karen Combs (IL '98) died December 18 after
battling breast cancer for four and a half years.
When Karen received the Award, she had been an
elementary principal for 18 years at Beaver Creek
Elementary School in Mcleansboro, Illinois.

Ed Noonan (MA ’01) died January 9 after
an 18-month battle with leukemia. He was a
business teacher at Dorchester High School in
Dorchester.

We at the Foundation are grateful for the many
lives these four have touched in their years of
service as educators.
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