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LINKING TALENTED EDUCATORS

QUALITY TIME
Stakeholders gather to explore  
improving teacher quality at the 2006 
Milken National Education Conference

The Copeland Family “Curse” 

Matt Copeland is the latest in six generations  
of teachers in his family

A Few Good Men 

Though a minority in teaching, men play  
a vital role in student success

Postcards from the Past 

A mural by Amy Braswell’s fourth graders brings  
Texarkana’s rich history to life



In Shakespeare’s Macbeth, the character of   
     Banquo, a general in King Duncan’s army, 
asks the Three Witches, “If you can look into the 
seeds of time, and say which grain will grow and 
which will not, speak then unto me.” In real life, 
of course, there are no witches to magically tell us 
which seeds of our fate will grow. All we can do is 
live our lives and see how they play out.

One thing, however, that is always guaranteed to grow 
—and endure—is the positive impact of outstand-
ing educators, as this issue of Connections attests. 
Male role models such as Ed Holmes (WI ’03) 
and Ken Almon (GA ’98) have certainly had a 
lasting impact on their students, many of whom 
are now successful adult role models themselves 
thanks to their teachers and principals. And who 
knows how many American schoolchildren have 
felt the impact of high-quality instruction across 
six consecutive generations of teachers in Matt 
Copeland’s (KS ’05) family, dating all the way 
back to the Civil War?

In other stories in this issue, it is yet unknown what 
kind of lasting impact outstanding educators will 
have on future generations. But it’s safe to assume that 
the mural created by Amy Braswell (AR ’02) 
and her students in Texarkana, Arkansas, will help 
the memories of their community endure for years to 
come. And the charter schools in the Algiers section 
of New Orleans will undoubtedly experience lasting 
improvements in student achievement from imple-
menting the Teacher Advancement Program (TAP).

The connections between educators and their 
students are bridges between one generation and 
the next, and what is learned is passed on to each 
succeeding generation. In this way, the influence 
of even a single Milken Educator has the potential 
to last not just one or two generations, but as 
Shakespeare wrote, “to the last syllable of recorded 
time.”

If you have any comments, please 
email them to jcho@mff.org or write to: 
Johnny Cho, Editor, Connections, Milken 
Family Foundation, 1250 Fourth Street, 
Santa Monica, CA 90401.

If you have an idea for an article you 
would like to write for Connections, 
please send a brief synopsis to the editor. 
While we will review every synopsis, we 
cannot guarantee that all ideas will be 
accepted for publication.

Front cover photo: Lesa Martin (TX ’04)

Editor’s Note:   
Partnerships and 
Connections

Cassandra Baddeley (WA ’06) 
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It may be hard to believe 

just by looking at it, but the four-story grey edifice in downtown 

Texarkana, Arkansas used to be the Municipal Auditorium where  

Elvis Presley and Johnny Cash performed in the 1950s.

A few blocks away stands the Miller County Courthouse, a shadow of 

its former self, a once resplendent red brick building whose stately 

beauty was destroyed in a fire and replaced by a less impressive 

substitute.

And the two sets of concrete steps on Hickory Street are all that 

remains of the Towers Café, an octagonal structure that in the first 

half of the 20th century must have seemed spectacularly futuristic, 

but which is now an absent monument to a time gone by.

Just as every person has a past, so too does every city and town—a 

vibrant, colorful past that can easily be forgotten, unless an effort 

is made to memorialize it. And that’s precisely what a group of 

enterprising fourth graders have done in Texarkana, with the help of 

Milken Educator Amy Braswell and the Milken Festival for Youth.

Working from old postcards of the city provided to them by Texarkana 

Mayor Horace Shipp, Amy and 38 fourth-grade students at College Hill 

Elementary Magnet School created a mural celebrating the city’s rich 

past. Capped by the image of an unfurling blue banner with the words 

“Postcards from Our Past,” the mural spans the outer wall of the old 

Wellworth Building, a venerable structure in downtown Texarkana that 

has been home to the Wellworth Five & Dime for more than 40 years.

Amy had often driven past this wall which, before the mural came 

along, had been nothing more than a blank slate, bare and dismal. 

Because the wall is one of the first sights that people see when they 

enter the city from the Arkansas side (Texarkana is so named because 

it sits on the border between Texas and Arkansas), Amy wished there 

was some way to make it more attractive.

“The idea came to me a couple years ago that it would be a perfect 

wall for a mural,” said Amy.

The Beginning

When Amy heard about the Milken 

Festival for Youth at the 2003 Milken 

National Education Conference, she 

decided to submit the Wellworth mural 

as a potential project. But before she 

could apply for the program, she first 

had to get permission from the owner 

of the Wellworth Building, an elderly 

man by the name of William Taylor. 

Initially hesitant about the project, he became more 

enthusiastic when he learned that her students would 

be doing the painting. He gave Amy his permission.

Even then, it took another year before Amy was ready to apply. First 

she had several planning meetings with Mayor Shipp, a history buff 

and strong advocate of the mural project, who gave her ten historical 

postcards of old Texarkana from the hundreds in his collection.

“The children just fell in love with his postcards,” said Amy. “They’re 

the ones who wanted to paint postcards on the wall.”

Amy also met with the school’s art teacher Georgia Hubnik, artist-

in-residence Glenna McBride and technology coordinator Jeanette 

Dempsey to strategize the painting of the mural.

“It takes some time to plan,” said Amy. “When you’re talking about 

changing old buildings that have been designated as historical areas, 

there are a lot of things you have to consider before you can jump in.”

The mural features ten student-painted renderings of Mayor 

Shipp’s old postcards, featuring city landmarks ranging from the 

old Municipal Auditorium and the Towers Café to the Post Office, 

the Cotton Belt Hospital and Union Station—all buildings that once 

teemed with city life, and many of which have since disappeared, 

been shut down or abandoned.

William Taylor
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The Research

Painting the postcards 

was more than a 

community project and 

an artistic venture—it 

was also an education. 

Students learned many 

details about their city’s 

past, such as the cupola 

that once sat on top of 

the Cotton Belt Hospital 

and which, as the hospital was being torn down, was moved to a city 

park and restored by the husband of a College Hill teacher. Or the old 

Central School, a large, beautiful, two-story red brick building where 

several now elderly people remember going to school as children.

In the center of the mural, a train rounds a curve and heads toward 

the viewer, a reminder of the cross-country railroad’s importance to 

the city’s history.

“In their research, the children discovered that Texarkana was 

settled because of the railroad,” said Amy. “A law back then that 

said when a train crossed the state line, it was required to stop for 

a minimum of 30 minutes. So they built Union Station right on the 

state line, and it’s one of only three such buildings in the country. 

It’s been abandoned now for years, but we wanted the train to be 

an integral part of our mural.”

And then there’s Broad Street.

“That was the Mayor’s one request,” said Amy. “He wanted one of 

the postcards to show the hustle and bustle of downtown Texarkana 

in the early 1900’s. Broad Street is the main street in downtown 

Texarkana—our mural is on Broad Street. People used to come there 

on Saturdays and park. That’s where everybody gathered to meet and 

do all their shopping for the week. So we did a view of Broad Street 

from that time.”

The timing for the mural was fortuitous. The City of Texarkana 

had recently begun to raise funds for a renovation of its historical 

downtown area, including the old Municipal Auditorium, which had 

been closed in the mid-20th century and converted into an office 

building that is now home to City Hall. The stage area, where Presley, 

Cash and even Mae West once performed, had been filled with 

concrete. But with the recent push toward renovation, the city plans 

to remove the concrete and restore the building as a performance 

space for young people.

“And there’s a building directly beside our mural that’s going to be taken 

down and used as the parking lot for the Municipal Auditorium,” said 

Amy. “So that’s going to make our mural highly visible.”

The Painting

Following the research, it was time to paint. Using boards made of a 

special compressed wood—so that the paintings wouldn’t warp outdoors 

or be harmed by the weather—students sanded and primed the boards, 

then began painting the various postcards, one on each board. In the 

meantime, artist-in-residence Glenna McBride began painting the train 

image and the lettering directly onto the Wellworth wall.

For four months the children worked in their classrooms, painting 

these scenes from Texarkana’s past for about an hour each day. Once 

the paintings were finished they were covered with varnish to protect 

them. A private company then came to the school, transported the 

boards to the Wellworth wall, and bolted them in.

Despite being told that the mural would be expensive and take a long 

time to create, Amy and her students, along with Ms. Hubnik and Ms. 

McBride, were able to complete the mural within a year, thanks in part 

to some additional funds from the local arts council.

“It all came together more perfectly than I could have ever imagined,” 

said Amy.

Opportunities, Inc.

Though a great deal of time 

and work went into creating 

the mural, it was only one 

half of Amy’s Milken Festival 

for Youth project. The other 

half involved visits to a local 

facility called Opportunities, 

Inc., which provides services to 

developmentally disabled children and adults. Four times throughout 

the year, Amy and her students traveled by bus to visit the adults at 

this facility, dancing with them and celebrating special days such as 

Mardi Gras, Valentine’s Day and Memorial Day.

“I wanted the children to experience the other side of community 

service: human-to-human contact,” said Amy. “We had some really 

special times with the people at Opportunities. Those were the really 

magic moments, watching the children interact with the adults and 

seeing them realize that even though they looked very different and 

acted very different, they were human beings. To see the power of what 

they were doing in the lives of these people—I told the children that 

we’re leaving our handprints in downtown Texarkana, but we’re leaving 

our hearts all over the community, and especially here at Opportunities.”

In May the mural was unveiled at a special ceremony attended by 

the mayor and various other community members. Several of the 

students’ friends from Opportunities, Inc. were not only present at the 

unveiling, but they also sang a song, “The Wind Beneath My Wings.”
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Making friends at Opportunities, Inc.
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“It was very touching and 

incredible,” said Amy. “They 

sang so well. The children were 

amazed.”

The Future

“The Milken Festival for Youth was 

such a perfect fit for our program 

this year,” said Amy, “because it 

tied in directly with everything 

that we wanted the children to know about what’s important in 

life: that it’s not about what they’re going to get from the world, but 

what they’re going to give back. We started right here in our own 

community by making a difference in bringing this little piece of 

downtown back to life. I think it inspired so many people.”

“One of our goals in the Milken Festival for Youth is to instill values of 

service and volunteerism, which stimulate positive attitudes among 

the participants,” said Greg Gallagher, the Milken Festival for Youth’s 

program administrator. “Amy has energized her fourth-grade students 

while bringing together the entire community on this project.”

The project received significant local media attention, garnering 

several articles in the Texarkana Gazette. With the success of this 

project, there has been high demand from the community for more.

“The mayor called me just the other day and said we’ve got to have 

another mural,” said Amy. “They’re calling my office every day saying 

that people want murals on their buildings. ‘You’ve got to give me 

time to plan it!’ I said.”

Amy and her students will be working on another Milken Festival 

for Youth project this year: beautifying a lake at a community park, 

decorating windows in downtown Texarkana, and continuing to visit 

the adults at Opportunities, Inc.

As for the owner of the Wellworth Building, William Taylor, how does 

he feel about the mural?

“Mr. Taylor is thrilled, absolutely thrilled,” said Amy. “He’s a man of 

few words, but I have a picture of him when we took a model of the 

mural to him so he could see what it would look like, and you could 

just tell he’s really proud.”

For more information, contact Amy Braswell at amyb@txk.k12.ar.us.

It all came together more 
perfectly than I could 
have ever imagined.

Amy Braswell and Greg Gallagher

– Amy Braswell (AR ’02)
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Letters  to  Lowell
Following are excerpts from letters written to Foundation Chairman Lowell Milken
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Beyond myself and my family you have given our whole school and community something to be proud of.  

I am hopeful that this Award will help draw attention to other great teachers in our school that are 

deserving of recognition. The support from the community has been tremendous, and other teachers, 

neighbors and parents have been most congratulatory. The best response has come from past students and 

their parents congratulating me. One father emailed to say how his two sons are both teachers: one I had in 

my very first class when I taught in Bangor, Maine, and the other I had as a runner on the first cross-country 

team that I coached. These are memories that money can’t buy.

William Eschholz (VT ’05)

I wanted to thank you for a comment you made [at the Milken National Education Conference] during the 

last panel discussion on May 18 [“The Role of Teachers in Enhancing Teacher Quality and Improving Student 

Achievement”]. A teacher said we should all help others regardless of money, and the crowd erupted with 

cheers. You however made the point that a great teacher should be compensated for passing on his skills, 

and that we should not have to rely on good will to improve teacher performance and training. You are so 

right! Many times I’ve lamented the injustice that is teacher compensation, and it is time for it to change. 

Thank you for working so hard to change the culture of education in our country.

Mark Ingerson (VA ’05)

As a sometimes frazzled high school principal, the opportunity to interact with such high-quality people with 

such fervor for our future was rejuvenating. I absolutely look forward to my lifelong membership in your 

fabulous family. I am compelled to work even harder to ensure that students are respected with the best 

educators and the best technology available.

Tammy Holbert Wells (WV ’05)

Your generous Award has had a tremendous impact on my life. It has reinforced my desire to stay in 

education and to work to improve the quality of our educational system. The Milken Educator Award is 

held in high esteem in Louisiana. This was especially evident to me when, three months after receiving 

your award, I was appointed to the Louisiana Governor’s Commission on Environmental Education. Your 

Foundation has given me a wonderful gift, recognition for doing the job I love, a much appreciated $25,000, 

and the opportunity to help improve the quality of education in Louisiana.

Cheryl Seals Bruton (LA ’05)

My first hero was one of my high school teachers. He was my ninth-grade health teacher and track coach. He 

must be getting close to retirement now. I don’t know if he intended to be inspirational. I feel so honored by 

this Milken Educator Award, but I have to wonder: is this Award the crowning jewel of my teaching career, 

or am I the crowning jewel of his?

Chad Caldwell (SD ’03)
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We want to hear from you! To submit letters or news items for consideration, please contact Connections Editor Johnny Cho 
at (310) 570-4772 or by email at jcho@mff.org. For more Educator News items, visit www.mff.org/mea.

Linda Alston (CO ’94), a kindergarten teacher 
at Denver’s Fairview Elementary School, was 
honored as the first-ever recipient of the Kinder 
Excellence in Teaching Award, a $100,000 award 
created by Nancy and Rich Kinder and the KIPP 
Foundation to spotlight the outstanding work 
being done by educators in K-12 public schools 
in low-income communities. U.S. Secretary of 
Education Margaret Spellings was on hand at 
the award presentation, which took place at a 
ceremony in Washington, D.C. on June 13, 2006.

Cherlyn Anderson (SC ’97) was one of 
seven U.S. NASA Explorer School teachers 
selected to participate with NASA scientists in 
an expedition to the Atacama Desert in Chile 
as part of the Spaceward Bound pilot program. 
From June 19 - July 1, these seven teachers 
studied side-by-side with NASA scientists as 
they conducted experiments searching for 
life in extreme environments. The natural 
environment of Atacama, an inhospitable, 
sun-drenched spot that many consider to be 
one of the driest places on earth, poses some 
of the same challenges for human explorers as 
would the surface of a seemingly lifeless planet. 
Cherlyn teaches eighth-grade science and South 
Carolina history at Sandhills Middle School in 
Gaston, South Carolina. For more information 
on the Atacama expedition, go to: http://quest.
nasa.gov/projects/spacewardbound. 

Michael Barton (MA’03) traveled to Korea 
in July for the Korean-American Teachers 
Workshop, hosted and funded by the Korea 
Foundation. Michael is a ninth-grade English 
teacher at Greater Lowell Vocational Technical 
School in Tyngsboro, Massachusetts.

Linda Depro (PA ’98) was one of 30 educa-
tors chosen from among 200 applicants for the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion’s (NOAA) Teacher at Sea program, which 
provides a unique environment for learning and 
teaching by sending kindergarten through col-
lege-level teachers to sea aboard NOAA research 
and survey ships to work under the tutelage of 
scientists and crew. Linda sailed out of Woods 
Hole, Massachusetts, on the Albatross IV in 
early August for a 12-day sea scallop survey. 
On land, she is a gifted and special education 
teacher in grades 1-5 at Salisbury Elementary 
School in Gap, Pennsylvania.

Tammy Duehr (IA ’04) has been appointed 
by Iowa Governor Tom Vilsack to the Board of 
Educational Examiners. Tammy is a first-grade 
teacher at Eisenhower Elementary School in 
Dubuque, Iowa.

The National Milken Educators of Hawaii 
will recognize a “Teacher of Promise” from 
each of its 15 complexes in Hawaii. Out of these 
15, one overall state winner will be selected 
to receive a $1,000 grant for professional 
development at the Hawaii Milken Educator 
Awards Luncheon on January 13, 2007.

Jasmine Lellock (MA ’05) wrote and 
received two grants this year to bring 
performing arts programs to Randolph High 
School in Randolph, Massachusetts. The first 
was a grant from the National Endowment 
for the Humanities to bring Shakespeare & 
Co.’s performance of Hamlet to the school. 
The second was a Local Education Fund grant 
to bring performers from the Longy School of 
Music to perform an opera for the student body. 
“It’s good to know there are funding sources out 
there for such programs,” said Jasmine. “They 
just require some research and legwork!” (Read 
more about Jasmine’s Shakespeare program in 
“Bard for Life” on page 12.)

Cindy Hoffner Moss (NC ’01) has been 
appointed to the Commission on 21st Century 
Education in Science, Technology, Engineering, 
and Mathematics, a Charlotte, North Carolina-
based initiative of the National Science Board. 
Cindy is K-12 science-curriculum specialist for 
the Charlotte-Mecklenburg School District.

Kim Stewart Bearden (GA ’00) is co-
founder of Ron Clark Academy, a school for low-
wealth students located in downtown Atlanta 
that will open in the fall of 2007. The school 
serves students in grades 5-8, with their tuition 
paid primarily through corporate and individual 
sponsors. Included in the school curriculum is  
a trip to every continent, including a day trip  
to Antarctica.

Ruth Ann Sweazy (KY ’02) has received 
the NEA Foundation for the Improvement of 
Education’s Teaching Excellence Award from 
the Kentucky Education Association. Ruth is a 
second- and third-grade teacher at Spencer County 
Elementary School in Taylorsville, Kentucky.

West Virginia’s Milken Educators are in 
the process of creating a Speakers’ Bureau, 
compiling their names and areas of expertise 
to be sent to the West Virginia Department 
of Education and State Superintendent 
Steven Paine (WV ’95) for consideration as 
speakers at professional development workshops 
and conferences throughout the state.

In Memoriam

The Foundation is 

saddened by the 

passing of Thomas 

Kelchner (PA ’01), 

who died on August 

17 after a brief illness. Thomas was an 

art teacher and K-12 art supervisor 

at Williamsport Area High School in 

Williamsport, Pennsylvania. Among his 

many contributions was his involvement 

with The Children of Willesden Lane, 

for which he coordinated schoolwide 

interdisciplinary units that culminated 

in a play for the entire school. He and 

his students often presented their work 

at state and national art conventions.  

We at the Foundation are grateful for 

the many lives that Thomas impacted 

as a teacher, and we extend our deepest 

condolences to his family.




