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The Milken Scholars Program identifies extraordinarily talented youth and provides them lifetime 
support during their academic and professional careers. The Program is an investment in both 
these individuals and in the future of our society, reflecting their tremendous potential to make  
a profound difference in the world around them and illuminating our motto, Lifelong Leaders  
for a Better World. www.milkenscholars.org

The Milken Scholars Program is a joint initiative of the Milken Institute and the Milken Family Foundation.

The mission of the Milken Institute is to increase global prosperity by advancing collaborative 
solutions that widen access to capital, create jobs and improve health.

www.milkeninstitute.org

The Milken Family Foundation was established by Michael and Lowell Milken in 1982 to 
discover and advance inventive, effective ways of helping people help themselves and those 
around them lead productive and satisfying lives. MFF advances this mission through its work 
in education, medical research and public health.

www.mff.org

MISSION STATEMENT
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You’re entering the most productive years of your lives during a period of unprecedented technological innovation and 
change. It’s hard to believe, but just ten years ago Apple had not introduced the iPhone; today, smart devices outnumber 
people worldwide. And in just 15 years, the cost and time needed to sequence a complete human genome has dropped 
from $3 billion and 13 years to about $1,000 and a few hours. As a result, we’re entering the age of precision medicine, 
where doctors treat you, not your symptoms.

Innovations are also changing how we work and where we live. In 1900, 40% of all U.S. jobs were in farming, and an average 
farm fed two people. By 2000, farming represented less than 2% of all jobs, and each farm produced food for 340 people! 
Agricultural technology has fed the world, but it has also wrought massive changes for working-class Americans. 

Looking ahead, the trend toward global urbanization continues, with some estimates suggesting that two-thirds of 
humankind will live in cities by the middle of this century. By that time, new technologies will have rendered millions 
more jobs obsolete. Creating meaningful work and a sense of purpose for those displaced workers will be a significant 
challenge for your generation.

We’re confident you’ll find a way. After all, each of you has overcome obstacles to join the ranks of the most distinguished 
students in the nation. Many of you are the first in your families to go to college—some, the first generation to be born 
in the United States. 

As Milken Scholars, you’re now part of a family of more than 400 Scholars as well as a dedicated staff, and we’re all 
cheering you along. 

Congratulations, and welcome to the family!

Mike and Lori Milken 

LETTER FROM THE FOUNDERS
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Milken Scholars was founded in 1989 by Lori and Michael 
Milken to honor exceptional young men and women 
based on their scholarship, leadership, service and ability 
to overcome obstacles. In its initial year, the Scholars 
included 16 students from a single high school in Harlem, 
New York. As of 2016, over 400 Milken Scholars have 
been selected from more than 100 high schools in Los 
Angeles County, Washington, D.C., and New York City. 
Recipients come from a variety of backgrounds with 
roots in over 60 countries. They attend and graduate 
from every elite university in our country and pursue a 
vast range of careers including science, medicine, law, 
engineering, business, diplomacy and education.

Milken Scholars receive financial assistance during their undergraduate careers, but what makes the Program truly unique 
is their continued access to a lifetime of resources. Being a Milken Scholar means joining an extended family and building 
relationships that last over time. For example, Milken Scholars receive ongoing career-related counseling, advice when securing 
internships, opportunities for volunteer community service and a fund to assist with the transition from college to graduate 
school or to the world of work.

Throughout their college careers, Scholars are in regular communication with Scholars staff and each other, meeting with staff 
and mentors during campus visits and special events. An annual Summit featuring speakers, panels and activities provides 
guidance and insights to prepare Scholars for choices in their personal, academic and professional lives. Such resources create a 
setting that helps propel these remarkable youth into positions where they can achieve their academic and professional goals 
and in the process make a profound difference in the world around them.

MILKEN SCHOLARS PROGRAM OVERVIEW



Congratulations, Scholars, on all 
your accomplishments, and welcome 
to a family that will always be here 
for you. The program has brought 
me endless amounts of inspiration 
and support, and I know it will do the 
same for you.

— Caroline Chiu, MS ‘13
55

Milken Scholars are selected in their senior year of high 
school through a rigorous nomination, application and 
interview process. Eligibility requirements include:

»» United States citizenship or permanent residency

»» Demonstrated leadership and community service

»» Outstanding academic achievement, as evidenced by a minimum  
grade point average of 3.6 or 90%

»» SAT I score of 1850 or above or ACT score of 28 or above

»» Success in the face of financial or other obstacles



66



77

PROGRAM COMPONENTS

Today, with over 400 Milken Scholars living, learning and working in diverse communities, 
the Milken Scholars Program promotes and supports young people as they acquire the skills 
necessary to make the transition from high school to college and from college to graduate 
school or the world of work. One of the program’s most important elements is the formation 
of a community of Milken Scholars who support and learn from one another. In addition to 
providing financial support to Milken Scholars during their undergraduate years, the Milken 
Scholars Program consists of the following components:

Recognition Ceremonies
These annual events, held in New York City, Los Angeles and Washington, D.C., are 
an opportunity to welcome new Scholars into the program and to celebrate the 
experiences of returning Scholars. The Recognition Ceremonies acknowledge the 
work and achievements of each new Scholar as well as the family, friends and support 
systems that help make their success possible.

Annual Summit
Led by Scholars staff and a range of talented facilitators and guest speakers, the annual 
Milken Scholars Summit provides a forum for Scholars to discuss issues critical to their 
success at America’s most prestigious colleges and universities and in their future 
careers. More importantly, the Summit provides opportunities for Scholars to form and 
renew friendships, reflect on their personal growth and exchange ideas and aspirations.
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Alumni Symposium 
The Milken Scholars Alumni Symposium 
provides professional elevation focused 
on career development, enhancement 
and advancement for alumni Milken 
Scholars. Distinguished slates of speakers 
and professionals convene to inform, 
inspire and prepare alumni to pursue 
leadership opportunities. Alumni are able 
to strengthen their connections among 
one another and to the work of the Milken 
Institute, the Milken Family Foundation, 
Prostate Cancer Foundation and other 
philanthropic Milken organizations.

 

 

 

 

Community Service 
Milken Scholars are characterized not 
only by their academic achievements 
but also by service to their local and 
school communities. While at school, they 
volunteer and lead activities through 
campus organizations; during school 
holidays, they volunteer in their home 
communities. As a group, Scholars have 
engaged in a variety of service endeavors 
including beach clean-ups, preparing and 
serving meals to the homeless, packaging 
meals for delivery to chronically ill 
homebound individuals and participating 
in community gardening. Through 
community action, Scholars make a 
difference in the lives of others.

 

 

Support for Internships 
Among the most crucial insights a college 
student can gain is an understanding of 
available professional options. During the 
Scholars’ search for internships, Scholars 
staff provide advice, webinars, workshops 
and letters of recommendation as well 
as feedback on crafting resumes and 
supporting material and preparing for 
interviews. By offering these resources, 
the program seeks to ensure that Scholars 
have every opportunity to prepare for 
the transition from academic work to 
professional careers.
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Ongoing Academic and  
Career Support 
Staff members visit Scholars in their 
college communities, bringing them 
together to share their experiences and 
foster mentorship. They communicate 
regularly with Scholars via email, phone 
calls, the Scholars website, relevant 
webinars and personal visits regarding 
a variety of academic and career issues. 
Since many Scholars are first-generation 
college students, this guidance—provided 
by both staff and fellow Scholars—is of 
particular value. Beyond college, Scholars 
staff visit alumni Scholars during graduate 
school and at their places of work to learn 
about the wide range of career choices in 
the Scholars network of leaders.

Academic and Career 
Exploration Fund 
Each Scholar can access this fund to help 
pay for expenses associated with graduate 
school applications, the job interview 
process, unpaid internships, study-abroad 
programs and other opportunities related 
to the pursuit of academic and career 
goals. Scholars can apply for these funds 
during their undergraduate careers, or 
draw upon them in later years.

 

Alumni Association 
Alumni Milken Scholars are valuable 
resources to the younger Scholars and to 
each other. In addition to their mentorship, 
alumni inspire by example as leaders in 
their chosen fields. While balancing jobs 
and family life, alumni help further the 
goals of the Milken Institute and the Milken 
Family Foundation by volunteering at 
functions and working to strengthen their 
local communities with ongoing service 
projects; for instance, guiding high school 
seniors in writing their college essays, 
leading career days at local high schools 
and helping local elementary schools with 
their efforts to support STEM education and 
activities. Scholars have also demonstrated 
their spirit of service as volunteers at the 
FasterCures conference and Milken Educator 
Awards banquet, for the Prostate Cancer 
Foundation and as active participants at the 
Milken Institute Global Conference.
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GEIDILY 
BEATON
Sophie Davis School of  
Biomedical Education

As the assistant to the Gateway Institute 
for Pre-College Education at Benjamin N. 
Cardozo High School in New York City, 
aspiring neurosurgeon Geidily Beaton has 
spent three years tutoring other students 

to prepare them for higher education, as well as raising funds for the 
program, organizing the internships and scholarships available to 
participants, and speaking at annual orientation meetings in front of 
hundreds of members. “Gateway has influenced every aspect of my 
life . . . and helped me achieve many of my goals,” says Geidily.

Inspired to pursue a career in medicine by her grandmother, who 
served as a community health practitioner in her native Dominican 
Republic, Geidily was chosen for the Hofstra Medical Pipeline, a 
competitive three-year internship through which she is becoming 
CPR certified and attends biannual conferences at Hofstra University. 
She also volunteers in the Surgical Intensive Care Unit at Elmhurst 
Hospital and raises awareness for body disorders like anorexia and 
bulimia with the Mirror Mission Club. Last summer Geidily studied 
genetics at the Harlem DNA lab, earning the opportunity to present 
her research at the Museum of Natural History. She will attend 
the seven-year medical program at the Sophie Davis School of 
Biomedical Education at City College New York. 

A member of the Arista National Honor Society, Geidily has been 
named Gateway’s Most Studious Lady Mentor, is on her school’s 
honor roll and Principal’s List, and won the Hot Pink Leadership 
Award and the Junior 100 Essay Contest. An avid dancer, Geidily is 
Executive of Public Affairs for her school’s dance committee and 
performed at the 100 Black Men’s annual conference in Houston.

SHUBHAYU 
BHATTACHARYAY
Johns Hopkins University

Aspiring neurosurgeon Shubhayu 
Bhattacharyay graduated as valedictorian 
at Mira Costa High School in Manhattan 
Beach, CA. He was president of Mira 
Costa’s National Honor Society and a 
member of the Tri-M Music Honor Society 

and the California Scholarship Federation. A decorated science 
student, Shubhayu was president of the Mira Costa Science Olympiad 
team, with which he won medals in the Dynamic Planet, Anatomy 
and Physiology, and Disease Detectives categories. Shubhayu also 
won the Northrop Grumman High School Innovation Challenge, for 
which he designed and built a remote-controlled blimp, and created 
an advanced math tutoring center at El Camino College. During an 
internship in Boeing’s ground-systems engineering group, Shubhayu 
worked on actual satellite technology applications, writing code for 
hardware simulations and calibration.

Shubhayu was also president of the Mira Costa High School 
symphony orchestra that played at Carnegie Hall, Walt Disney 
Concert Hall, and six concert halls in China. He participated in Model 
United Nations throughout high school, serving as Under-Secretary-
General in New York City at the UN building, and being named Best 
Delegate at the North American Invitational Model United Nations in 
Washington, D.C. Preparing for a competition, Shubhayu researched 
the issues surrounding universal access to education, which inspired 
him to volunteer as a math teacher at a school for underprivileged 
children in his native India. Teaching in Kolkata affected Shubhayu 
deeply; he plans to return to the school and now considers 
educational opportunity a personal priority. 

Shubhayu plans to study biomedical engineering at Johns  
Hopkins University.
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DESTIN 
BIGSBY
University of California, San Diego

Destin Bigsby, a graduate of Long Beach 
Polytechnic High School’s Program of 
Additional Curricular Experience (PACE), 
is committed to serving his community 
in Long Beach, CA. He founded the  
ONE BIG DEED club on the principle 

that numerous small actions combine to leave a lasting impact. 
Through ONE BIG DEED he developed “Playroom to Classroom,” 
where students in elementary classrooms play games, sing songs, 
and do crafts via Skype with young patients at a local hospital.  
ONE BIG DEED also raised funds for caps and gowns, prom 
and Grad Night tickets, and yearbooks (dubbed “The Senior 
Experience”) for needy high school seniors in the Long Beach 
school district. “I am consistently impressed by the leadership 
skills Destin displays,” says his ONE BIG DEED faculty advisor. His 
guidance counselor concurs, remarking that Destin “stands out 
as a leader in his high school community and in the Long Beach 
community as a whole.”

An AP Scholar with Distinction, Destin has won several awards in 
the national C-SPAN Student Cam Documentaries competition for 
projects on renewable energy, mental illness, and gun violence, 
for which he traveled to Newtown, Connecticut, and interviewed 
both the chief of police and the mother of one of the Sandy Hook 
shooting victims. The C-SPAN awards led him to an internship with 
California State Assemblymember Patrick O’Donnell, where Destin 
worked on community outreach projects. 

Destin was captain of the Long Beach Poly debate team and served 
as a judge for junior varsity debates. He was also a varsity wrestler. 
Destin will study economics and political science at the University 
of California, San Diego.

JOSEPH 
CHAVEZ
Dartmouth College

Joseph Chavez graduated as valedictorian 
of Montebello High School in Montebello, 
CA. He is an AP Scholar with Distinction, 
a National Hispanic Recognition Program 
Scholar, a California Boys’ State Delegate, 
and a member of the California 

Scholarship Federation. Joseph was parliamentarian of Montebello’s 
chapter of the National Honor Society, where he helped plan the 
school’s first college fair and raised money for autism research.  
He held several leadership positions within student government,  
as chair of the Winter Formal Committee and a member of the Prom 
Committee. He also pioneered a Valentine Gram program in which 
each of the school’s 3,000 students received a personalized greeting 
on Valentine’s Day. Joseph served as president of the Calculus Club 
(which tutors students in preparation for the AP Calculus exams  
and raises funds to provide students with AP review books) and as 
vice president of the Key Club, an international service organization.  
As a result of his accomplishments, he received the City of Montebello’s  
Student Service Award. His English teacher calls him “a clear leader” 
and says she uses his projects and writing assignments as examples 
with her students.

An accomplished musician, Joseph was the vice president of his high 
school orchestra, in which he played first violin, and led the tenor 
section in the Golden Keys Choir, the most advanced vocal ensemble 
at Montebello High. With the choir, Joseph participated in the Los 
Angeles Master Chorale High School Choir Festival and performed  
at Walt Disney Concert Hall in downtown Los Angeles. 

Joseph will study engineering at Dartmouth College.
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XIU 
CHEN
Yale

Throughout her career at Schools 
Without Walls Senior High School in 
Washington, D.C., salutatorian Xiu Chen 
has been fascinated by worms. For her 
senior capstone thesis, Xiu worked in a 
lab at Howard University researching the 

functions of 16 genes in the reproductive systems of roundworms. 
Her goal: understanding how similar genes in humans regulate the 
meiosis cycle and fertilization. Through the EnvironMentors Program, 
she investigated the effect of metal toxins on human health by 
looking at the effects of iron on the heart rates of black worms, 
and studied cyanobacteria levels in the Potomac River. One of Xiu’s 
teachers describes her as “an intensely academically motivated 
student” with “a fierce passion for science.”

The daughter of Chinese immigrants, Xiu is a National Merit 
Commended Scholar and Office of the State Superintendent of 
Education (OSSE) Scholar who has won numerous EnvironMentors 
Science Fair awards, including the Ronald Carvalho Memorial 
Scholarship. She also won the Euro Challenge competition for her 
region, proposing policies to address weaknesses in the German 
banking system. 

Xiu attended a Women’s Technology Program at the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology, where she learned to code in Python, built 
a direct-current motor, and presented on the complexity of NP-Hard 
games like Candy Crush.

Xiu spends Saturdays at a Chinese community center where she 
teaches English, tutors high school students in Mandarin, and helps 
community members complete applications for affordable housing. 
As the leader of her school’s Community Service Club, Xiu organized 
an assembly on homelessness and poverty, then collected necessities 
for needy families. Xiu will study computer science at Yale.

RUWANTHI (RU) 
EKANAYAKE
Cornell University

Ruwanthi (Ru) Ekanayake, a graduate of 
Palos Verdes Peninsula High School in 
Palos Verdes, CA, started writing poetry 
at the age of five, and hasn’t stopped 
since. She published a book of humorous 
poems for children called “A Bag Full of 

Everything” and reads it aloud at pediatric hospitals, taking joy in 
watching young patients laugh at the silly rhymes and pictures.  
Ru won a National Young Arts award for creative nonfiction, was 
named a U.S. Presidential Scholar in the Arts, and received a National 
Merit Award. She is also a third-degree black belt in Taekwondo and 
an accomplished pianist.

An aspiring neurosurgeon who has done research in a memory lab 
at UCLA, Ru has won several awards in behavioral sciences at the 
California State Science Fair as well as the American Psychological 
Association Award and the U.S. Naval Research Award at the Los 
Angeles County Science Fair. She participated in the Palos Verdes 
Peninsula 4-H Club for nine years, serving as its president, winning 
numerous public speaking competitions, and running public-
speaking clinics and leadership conferences for younger members. 
As a 4-H National Healthy Living Ambassador, Ru developed an 
educational comic with the Centers for Disease Control, teamed with 
the television show “The Biggest Loser” to fight childhood obesity, 
launched a national health blog, and created a nine-county Southern 
California Healthy Living Summit. Ru’s 4-H mentor calls her “one of 
the most self-assured and expert spokespeople” for the Los Angeles 
County 4-H program.

Ru will study global health and biology at Cornell University and 
plans a career in medicine.
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MIRNA 
EL-KHALILY
Stanford University

Mirna El-khalily, the valedictorian at 
Francisco Bravo Medical Magnet High 
School in Los Angeles, CA, has a dream—
curing brain cancer, the disease that 
took her father when she was a toddler. 
Through a USC Science Technology 

and Research (STAR) internship, Mirna earned a position in the lab 
of Dr. Stephen Swenson, where she has tested new therapies for 
gliomas (a type of brain tumor), one of which has shown promising 
early results. Dr. Swenson describes her as a dedicated and curious 
scientist who keeps up with the undergraduates and graduate 
students in his lab: “Mirna drives herself to complete and succeed  
at any given task.”  Mirna competed on Bravo’s award-winning 
Science Bowl team throughout high school and served as team 
captain for two years. 

ABC7 News featured Mirna in one of its “Cool Kids” segments, 
praising her commitment to giving back to her community. 
As president of her school’s National Honor Society, Mirna has 
volunteered for the Los Angeles Marathon, built gardens at an 
elementary school, pioneered partnerships with a local children’s 
hospital and museum, collected toys and canned goods for the 
homeless, and sustained the mentoring program through which 
high school seniors guide juniors through the SAT, AP, and college 
application process. She was also a member of Bravo’s California 
Scholarship Federation.

Mirna will major in biochemistry at Stanford University to prepare 
for a career in medicine; inspired by a volunteer assignment in the 
child care unit at LAC+USC County Hospital, she plans to become  
a pediatrician.

AMANDA 
GORMAN
Harvard

Amanda Gorman, a graduate of New 
Roads School in Santa Monica, CA, 
believes in the power of language to 
effect social change. As the inaugural 
Los Angeles Youth Poet Laureate, she has 
published a volume of poetry, recited 

her work at libraries and community events, helped the Los Angeles 
County Commission on Human Relations develop youth programs, 
and worked with Starbucks on a campaign supporting girls’ 
education. With a grant from Ann Taylor and Loft stores, Amanda 
founded One Pen One Page (OPOP), which teaches youth to use 
writing to promote social change; she has taught poetry workshops, 
organized a youth leadership and literacy symposium, and run 
reading-rewards programs for underserved youth. OPOP is now 
expanding across the U.S. Amanda was named the Western Region 
Youth Poet Laureate and is one of four candidates to become the 
country’s first United States Youth Poet Laureate.

A protest against police brutality inspired Amanda to found her 
school’s first Black Student Union. Amanda also founded Girls Learn 
International, a club focused on girls' education. Amanda was a 
delegate with SustainUS for the United Nations Commission on the 
Status of Women. Amanda is an ambassador, writer, and editor for 
School of Doodle, an online platform for teen girls, serving on the 
Diversity Committee and as head editor of the Microaggression 
Survival Guide, an online creative collective of tips and support for 
marginalized young people. Amanda is a member of WriteGirl's 
creative writing program and has been published in The Wall Street 
Journal, Elle, the Huffington Post, mariashriver.com, and HelloGiggles. 
She has received awards from Scholastic Inc., the California State 
Assembly, and YoungArts, as well as the Yale Book Award. 

Amanda will attend Harvard and plans to study literature and politics. 
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SPENCER 
GREENE
Brown University

Spencer Greene is a graduate of 
Crossroads School in Santa Monica, CA, 
with a strong interest in politics.  
He interned in the office of Los Angeles 
City Councilmember Mike Bonin, where 
he updated the Homeless Services 

Directory that steers homeless people to the resources they need. 
He also worked to elect U.S. Representative Ted Lieu to Congress in 
California’s 33rd District, canvassing neighborhoods and working at 
phone banks. As a lead intern for California State Senator Ben Allen, 
Spencer served as an ombudsman, optimizing the senator’s social 
media platforms, staffing community events, securing benefits 
for residents from state programs like the California Labor Board, 
and helping residents navigate state agencies like the Franchise 
Tax Board and Department of Motor Vehicles. On his blog 
“Angeleno Politics,” Spencer writes about national and local issues, 
including the local political climate, public transportation, and the 
entertainment industry. 

An accomplished athlete, Spencer captained his school’s 
varsity volleyball team, which reached multiple playoffs and 
won the California Interscholastic Federation’s Academic Team 
Championship. He also played varsity soccer. As vice president of 
his school’s student council, Spencer organized dances, pep rallies, 
and fundraisers, managing large budgets and serving as a liaison 
among students, faculty, and administrators. He has logged more 
than 300 hours of community service, earning him entry into the 
Crossroads School Community Service Honor Society. Senator Allen 
calls Spencer “an impressive young student” and says, “I cannot wait 
to see what the future holds for him.” 

Spencer will attend Brown University.

HYO JUNG (JULIE) 
HA
Williams College

For Hyo Jung (Julie) Ha, a graduate 
of Crescenta Valley High School in La 
Crescenta, CA, participating in the Air 
Force Junior Reserve Officer Training 
Corps (AFJROTC) has led to significant 
leadership opportunities. As president 

and squadron commander of the Kitty Hawk Air Society (KHAS) with 
the rank of cadet captain, Julie led her flight to top scores on drill 
exams and created a leadership camp for middle school students. 
“I not only saw but also felt the respect my cadets had for me as a 
leader . . . by leading others, I became a leader in my own life,” says Julie. 

Julie is a National AP Scholar and a National Merit Commended 
Scholar, and has received the Air Force Association Academic 
Award and President’s Volunteer Service Award. She conducted 
medical research through an LA BioMed Internship; a paper she 
co-authored based on that research was published and presented 
at the annual meeting of the Association for Research in Vision and 
Ophthalmology. Julie served as president of her school’s pre-medical 
society and as senior fundraising officer for the school’s Academy 
of Science and Medicine. She volunteers at Verdugo Hills Hospital 
and teaches both English and Korean through Antioch Presbyterian 
Church. Julie was president of the Mission Music Club, an ensemble 
that performs traditional Korean music for nursing home residents, 
an experience that touched her deeply. “After seeing the worn-down 
elders finding solace in our music, I found the value of a shared 
culture,” she says.

Julie will study chemistry and neuroscience at Williams College and 
plans a career in medicine.
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FEI 
HUO
Harvard 

As a student at the prestigious 
Guangzhou Ballet in China, Fei Huo 
learned to transition from adagio to 
allegro effortlessly, but her journey to high 
school in the United States was anything 
but routine. Fast-forward to today: a 

graduate of Benjamin N. Cardozo High School in New York City, 
Fei—an aspiring physician, an AP Scholar, and a QuestBridge National 
College Match Finalist—has won many honors, including the Arista 
National Honor Society Award, the Science Olympiad Competition, 
several robotics awards, and the Asian Americans for Equality’s 
Leadership Excellence Award. One of her teachers describes Fei as 
“undoubtedly the most extraordinary student I have encountered.” 

At Columbia University, Fei studied with an engineering professor; 
the result was Oxilium, the prototype of an oxygen therapy device to 
help maintain oxygenation during patient transport in developing 
countries, which Fei conceived, designed, and built with a team. 
Fei is captain of her school’s Science Olympiad team; co-founder of 
the Robotics team, where her group built a piston-driven robot out 
of PVC piping; and founder of the Student Learning Alliances Club, 
which provides free tutoring to disadvantaged students. Fei also 
founded Future Doctors of America, the school’s medical club, which 
does research and teaches CPR skills. She volunteers with the CCHC 
(Chinese Christian Herald Crusades), a social service organization, as 
a Certified Emergency Medical Responder and teacher for special-
education children. This summer she will work in Professor Paul 
Sajda’s neuroengineering lab at Columbia University. She will attend 
Harvard University and plans a career in medicine.

Dance still plays a large part in Fei’s life. In addition to teaching 
ballet, modern dance, and Chinese folk dance at a local studio,  
she was invited to be a guest choreographer and performer for 
CCHC’s Culture Association, helping to organize several shows.

NICOLE 
LITVITSKIY
Haverford College

As a sophomore, Nicole Litvitskiy 
had a choice: step up as president of 
Project Love—a club at New York City’s 
Stuyvesant High School that raises 
awareness of mental health issues and 
provides students with peer counseling 

and support—or watch the group disappear. She took on the 
leadership role and became the group’s lead peer counselor, helping 
the faculty coordinator resolve many potential crises and counseling 
young students faced with personal challenges, conflicts, and 
dilemmas. Nicole is also a mentor for the school’s SPARK program, 
which trains students in leadership skills, peer counseling, problem-
solving, and community social awareness and activism. With SPARK, 
Nicole has helped with American Red Cross disaster relief, anti-
bullying campaigns, school health fairs, National Red Ribbon Week 
for drug abuse prevention and awareness, and Smile Week, which 
promotes and addresses social and mental health awareness.

Her academic achievements equal her community service. An AP 
Scholar with Honor and a QuestBridge National College Match 
Finalist, Nicole also won the William and Mary Leadership Award. She 
spends free periods as a student editor in Stuyvesant’s Writing Center, 
helping her peers shape and perfect essays and assignments. She has 
also worked as a camp counselor and at a preschool. “Nicole is one 
of the most well-rounded, well-organized, and personable students I 
have ever met,” says one instructor who has worked with her closely 
for several years. Inspired by her third-grade teacher, Nicole plans a 
career in mental health. She will study psychology and education at 
Haverford College.
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JOSE 
LUQUIN
Stanford University

Jose Luquin graduated as valedictorian 
of Gertz-Ressler High School in Los 
Angeles, CA. He is an AP Scholar with 
Honor, a Leadership Enterprise for a 
Diverse America (LEDA) Scholar, and a 
National Hispanic Recognition Program 

Scholar, and was named Student of the Year for 2013 and 2014 at 
New Designs Charter School, which he attended prior to transferring 
to Gertz-Ressler halfway through his junior year. Jose’s college 
counselor describes him as “a proven leader. . . . [His] potential is 
exponential.” His mentor at the Fulfillment Fund agrees, calling him 
“a truly impressive student, leader, and person.”

Passionate about science, Jose has taken and excelled in every 
science course available at both of the high schools he attended, 
and also studied engineering at a local community college. He 
attended a summer program at Princeton University focused on 
the sciences. With Iridescent, a local STEM program that provides 
students and families with engineering and technology education, 
Jose has helped students build robots and prepared lectures on 
underwater robotics. An adept orator, Jose was selected by the 
Los Angeles Metropolitan Debate League as one of the league’s 
top 10 speakers. Jose is a community relations assistant for Good 
Neighbors, an organization at the University of Southern California 
that raises money for local nonprofits. He also handles billing and 
purchasing for his family’s home improvement business.

Jose will study engineering at Stanford University and is considering 
pursuing engineering or a post-secondary education.

ANDREW 
MANDELSTAM
University of Chicago

Four years in the Model Congress at 
New York City’s Horace Mann School has 
taught Andrew Mandelstam important 
life skills: how to display both sides of  
an issue, deliver speeches in front of 
crowds, parse current events, and, as 

the group’s Chairman of the Board this year, manage his peers with 
skillful leadership. “Model Congress helped to shape the way I think 
[and] furthered my interest in government and public service,” 
Andrew says. Internships for U.S. Representative Elizabeth Esty on 
Capitol Hill and for New York Mayor Bill de Blasio have cemented 
Andrew’s commitment to public service. “Legislative bills are not  
just abstract concepts,” he says. “They directly affect people’s lives.  
I have developed a keen sense of how I can use my education to  
help people who lack a voice.”

An AP Scholar with Honor, Andrew won honors in the National 
French Contest two years in a row. He spent two weeks at a French 
immersion program; at the end, he says, he was dreaming in 
French. Andrew also took an intensive course on national security 
and counterintelligence at Georgetown University and went to 
the University of Michigan for a course on “Art and Mathematics,” 
where he received a commendation for his final project. Andrew is a 
room leader for the Saturday Morning Tutoring Program, providing 
academic support to students in his community, and has worked at  
a food and clothing bank in Santa Barbara.

After a gap year for a political internship, Andrew will study government 
at the University of Chicago and plans to pursue a career in politics. 
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JIA YING (JESSICA)  
MEI
Columbia University

Born in China but raised in the U.S. 
from an early age, Jia Ying (Jessica) Mei 
describes herself as a “bamboo knot” 
whose heritage gives her strength and 
tenacity. A graduate of New York’s 
Eleanor Roosevelt High School, Jessica 

has combined academic excellence with cross-cultural education 
and advocacy. Within her school’s Multicultural Council, she 
co-founded the Asian American Student Alliance (AASA) that 
promotes Asian culture and identity through shows, activities, 
language classes, presentations on Asian American politics, and 
media representation to cultivate understanding and eradicate 
stereotypes.

A member of the National Honor Society, a QuestBridge National 
College Match Finalist, and an AP Scholar with Honor, Jessica 
won the QuestBridge College Prep Scholarship, the Sponsors for 
Educational Opportunity Ambassador Award, and the National 
Security Language Initiative for Youth Scholarship, which sent her 
to Korea for six weeks of language study. She is an editor, writer, and 
photographer for her school’s news website and an ambassador for 
Sponsors for Educational Opportunity (SEO Scholars), an academic 
program for high-achieving students in New York City public 
schools. Jessica teaches English as a second language through 
Chinatown Youth Initiatives, mentors homeless children with New 
York Cares, and led fundraising for her school’s participation in 
CANstruction NYC, an engineering competition for which teams 
build structures out of canned foods. As an intern with CAAAV 
Organizing Asian Communities, she works as an interpreter at the 
New York City Housing Authority to improve Asian tenants’ living 
conditions, build equitable language access, and fight for public 
housing preservation. Jessica will study economics and political 
science at Columbia University and plans a career in diplomacy.

DANIEL  
NGUYEN
George Washington University

As co-captain of the award-winning 
robotics club at Capital City Charter 
High School in Washington, D.C., Daniel 
Nguyen led the team’s strategic planning 
and robot design, as well as serving as 
lead programmer and builder for one of 

the team’s robots. Juggling factors like battery life and the availability 
of parts makes building a robot like solving a puzzle, says Daniel. 
He loves the challenge of creating machines to do his bidding, but 
he sees the bigger picture: “I want to put my passion and drive into 
engineering to help solve some of the problems the world faces 
today, such as global warming and clean water.”

As an Office of the State Superintendent of Education (OSSE) Scholar, 
Daniel studied mathematics, engineering, and writing at both 
Carnegie Mellon University and Stanford University, earning college 
credits. He participated in the National History Day competition 
for three years in a row, taking home awards each year. The child of 
Vietnamese immigrants, Daniel is also a varsity athlete in both tennis 
and track and field. 

A respected community leader and his class’s salutatorian, Daniel 
was president of the student government association, where 
he planned and led class events, meetings, and fundraisers. The 
student government’s most significant achievement under Daniel’s 
stewardship was developing and executing a plan to help students 
fulfill their community service requirements and achieve a 100% 
on-time graduation rate. Daniel’s counselor describes him as “a 
consensus-builder” who “strives for excellence at every turn.” He will 
study mechanical engineering and computer science at George 
Washington University and is the recipient of the prestigious GWU 
Trachtenberg Scholarship.
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TENZIN 
NGODUP
Wesleyan University

The valedictorian at Jamaica Gateway to 
the Sciences in New York, Tenzin Ngodup 
has excelled in both the classroom and 
his community. He is a member of the 
National Honor Society and recipient 
of the QuestBridge Match and the 

Ronald McDonald House scholarship. During an internship with 
a biochemistry professor at Queens College, Tenzin explored the 
ability of nanoparticles to deliver drugs to cell-specific locations.  
He is co-president of his school’s student government, has 
organized hospital trips and presentations by local doctors as 
part of the Medical Club, and raised $1,300 for needy children in 
Bangladesh as leader of the Charity Club. Tenzin also created the 
school’s Peer2Peer Tutoring program to offer academic support 
to students who need it; participation in the program is now 
mandatory for high-achieving students. 

Tibetan-born Tenzin believes that the educational opportunities 
he has received, first in India and now in the U.S., bring with them 
extra responsibilities and duties. As leader of the Student Leadership 
Conference on Development and Human Rights, he and students 
from other countries meet at the United Nations headquarters to 
discuss and propose solutions to international challenges in society. 
He was deeply affected by the poor dental care he saw during his 
family’s years in Tibet, Nepal, and India and plans to pursue a career 
in dentistry after studying biology at Wesleyan University. “Whatever 
I do in my life will always lead back to the fact that I am a refugee. . . .  
I still think about all those other people who were left behind,” he says.

PHILIP 
O’SULLIVAN
University of Chicago

Philip O’Sullivan loves history, and he 
helps others love it, too. As a museum 
assistant at the National Park Service’s 
Mary McLeod Bethune historic site, Philip 
leads tours for visitors, sharing the story 
of Dr. Bethune, an African American 

educator who became part of President Franklin D. Roosevelt’s Black 
Cabinet. He enjoys sharing his passion for the past. “I get to watch 
kids’ eyes light up as I describe [Bethune’s life],” says Philip. 

A graduate of School Without Walls Senior High School in 
Washington, D.C., Philip is a member of the National Honor 
Society and an AP Scholar with Honor. He won a gold medal in the 
National Latin Exam, was named MVP at the D.C. Public Schools’ 
AP Psychology Quiz Bowl, and won the D.C. Public Libraries’ Teen 
Book Review Contest. Philip clerks at the global law firm Arnold & 
Porter, officiates at children’s games as a U.S. Soccer–certified referee, 
and rowed on the varsity crew team. He will study history at the 
University of Chicago and plans to become a lawyer.

At School Without Walls, Philip wrote his senior thesis on photo ID 
laws and their effect on voting access for low-income voters. Philip 
believes strongly in the principles of compassion, helping others, and 
not being afraid to fight for the greater good. “I want to help fight for 
the rights of all,” he says. “I want to help those who often get the least 
help and consideration.”
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PAVLE  
PEJOVSKI
University of California,  
Los Angeles

When Pavle Pejovski was young, his 
grandfather shared some sage advice: 
When you eat at a restaurant, always try 
something new. Pavle, the valedictorian 
of Whittier High School (WHS) in 

Whittier, CA, took his grandfather’s words to heart—and not just 
with respect to his culinary choices. In high school, Pavle discovered 
an abundance of new opportunities: athletics, community service, 
public speaking, even theatre, earning small roles in both dramatic 
and musical productions. “By doing new things, I got to meet 
amazing and talented new people, learn crucial skills, and become a 
better person,” he says.

Pavle is a National Merit Commended Scholar, an AP Scholar with 
Distinction, and a Bezos Scholars Program Finalist. He was captain 
of WHS’s varsity water polo team and the Huntington Beach Water 
Polo Club, participating in the U.S. Water Polo Club Championships 
and U.S. Water Polo National Junior Olympics. Pavle also captained 
WHS’s varsity swim team and has worked as a swim instructor 
and lifeguard. As president of his school’s Junior State of America 
chapter, Pavle organized a one-day convention at WHS that was 
attended by high school students from around Southern California. 
He also served as lead prosecutor for WHS’s mock-trial team and as 
city manager for Students in Government, a program sponsored 
by the city of Whittier in which students work together to solve 
a real issue facing the community. Pavle and two other students 
developed Community to University, through which nearly 100 high 
school students volunteer to tutor elementary and middle school 
students in the district. 

Pavle will study business and economics at the University of 
California, Los Angeles.

SIMARANJEET (JEET) 
RAI
University of California, Berkeley

Simaranjeet (Jeet) Rai, a graduate of 
Granada Hills Charter High School 
(GHCHS) in Granada Hills, CA, credits a 
summer study-abroad opportunity in 
Russia for igniting her keen interest in 
international relations. For six weeks 

she lived with a host family in Kirov, took daily five-hour intensive 
Russian-language classes, and absorbed Russian culture through 
visits to museums, libraries, and an embassy. “On my flight to Russia, 
I didn’t know what I wanted to do with my life,” she says. “On the 
flight back, I saw a future filled with language-learning, cultural 
immersion, and international relations. . . . I discovered passions that 
were simply waiting for the right time and opportunity to shine.”

Jeet has won awards from the California Scholarship Federation 
and National Honor Society. Her Russian trip was the result of a 
National Security Language Initiative for Youth Scholarship. She has 
won many honors at GHCHS, including four years of honor roll and 
Highest Honors in the International Baccalaureate Program. Jeet was 
one of 16 cadet commanders in the Los Angeles Police Department 
Cadet Program, overseeing community service programs for 6,000 
cadets that included staffing parking lots, writing cards for veterans, 
cleaning helicopters, and organizing toy drives. Horrified when 
she saw her brother and his classmates being served French fries 
during an after-school program, Jeet co-founded and ran The Snack 
Strategy Club, educating students about healthy eating habits and 
bringing the campus its first farmers market.

Jeet will study international relations at the University of California, 
Berkeley, and plans a career in foreign service.



22

AMANDA  
RIZKALLA
Stanford University

As an intern at the Stanford Institutes of 
Medicine Summer Research Program, 
Amanda Rizkalla focused on cells, 
scientific theories, and data. One day, 
four words from her mentor changed 
everything. “That kid died yesterday,” 

he said, handing her a flask of tumor cells from a diffuse intrinsic 
pontine glioma (DIPG) brain tumor. For Amanda, that one sentence 
made her abstract experiments real. “Most of the experiments I 
designed had worked, and I learned from the ones that did not,”  
she says. “I feel humbled to have helped keep brain cells where  
they belong—in children’s brains, not in a flask.”

A graduate of Notre Dame Academy Girls’ School in Los Angeles, 
CA, Amanda is a QuestBridge National College Match Scholarship 
Recipient. She won second place in Anatomy and Physiology in 
the Science Olympiad and a gold medal in the National Spanish 
Examination, along with the George H. Mayr Science Scholarship, 
the Woman of Academic Excellence award, school awards in AP 
Drawing, and the Principal’s award. As co-president of the Women in 
Math and Science Club, Amanda gave presentations to Notre Dame 
students to encourage interest in STEM fields. She also participated 
in the National Honor Society, the Spanish Honor Society, and the 
Queen’s Council, a faculty-chosen group that represents the school 
at open houses, reunions, and admissions events. As a sophomore, 
Amanda was the first high school student to enroll in Writers 
Workshop Los Angeles, an eight-week fiction workshop. Amanda 
volunteered at UCLA Hospital and studied neurobiology at Harvard’s 
summer school.

Amanda will study creative writing and neuroscience at Stanford 
University and plans a career in medicine.

MELISA  
SANTIZO
Harvard

Melisa Santizo, the salutatorian at 
Francisco Bravo Medical Magnet High 
School in Los Angeles, CA, is committed 
to helping other students stretch to 
achieve their goals. When a neighbor 
was struggling to keep up with her 

schoolwork and losing teachers’ support as a result of disabilities 
caused by a genetic condition, Melisa began tutoring her, setting 
her on the path to high school graduation and community 
college. As a student recruiter and mentor for Minds Matter Los 
Angeles, which provides academic support, summer learning 
opportunities, standardized testing preparation, and guidance 
on college applications, Melisa has held informational meetings 
at neighborhood schools and kept in touch with students as they 
progressed through their education. Her Minds Matter advisor calls 
her “a born leader and advocate for kids within her community.”

Melisa is an AP Scholar and QuestBridge National College Match 
Finalist. She was a practice team leader for Bravo’s varsity track 
team and a junior coach for Girls on the Run Los Angeles, teaching 
young girls about self-confidence and empowerment through 
physical education and seminars, and helping them train for their 
first 5K race. As a volunteer at the Echo Park Library, Melisa planned 
programs for teens and children, tutored students, and helped with 
homework. She also served as a peer tutor for her high school in AP 
Environmental Science, Calculus, and AP Chemistry. Her writing has 
been published in the Creative Communications Poetry Anthology. 

Melisa will study biotechnology and environmental engineering  
at Harvard.
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SHERIN  
SHIBU
Columbia University

Student Union President Sherin Shibu 
is leaving big shoes to fill at New York’s 
Townsend Harris High School. During her 
four years in student leadership, Sherin 
worked with administrators to modify 
the schedule for final exams to reduce 

student stress levels, created and ran a peer tutoring program, 
organized a student mentoring program for incoming freshmen, 
and pulled together events like Junior Prom, Movie Night, and Spirit 
Week. She continued to hone her leadership skills through Junior 
State of America (JSA), winning Best Speaker gavels, holding cabinet 
positions, and attending JSA Summer School at Georgetown 
University. A teacher describes her as “a natural leader” and “a very 
strong role model for the student body.”

Two physics internships linked Sherin with prominent physicist 
Dr. Vinod Menon, who was co-chairing an international physics 
conference in New York. At his invitation, Sherin volunteered at the 
conference; the only high school student to attend, she spent a 
week attending lectures given by award-winning physicists. She is 
also a member of her school’s regional Science Olympiad team.

Sherin is an AP Scholar and National Merit Finalist. She was selected 
for her school’s Arista and Arista Community Service Honor 
Societies, Science Honor Society, Mu Alpha Theta Honor Society, 
and Rho Kappa Honor Society. She participated in the New York 
Historical Society’s American History High School Scholars Program 
and competed in the New York Legion Oratorical Competition. 
Sherin will study political science and business at Columbia 
University and is considering a career as a doctor, politician,  
or entrepreneur.

BENJAMIN 
SORKIN
Harvard

At New York’s highly competitive Staten 
Island Technical High School (SI Tech), 
Benjamin Sorkin has built a reputation 
as a leader and a scholar. He has spent 
four years in student government, 
including serving as executive vice 

president, and has worked with school administrators to solidify 
testing policies, strengthen the academic honesty code, expand the 
school’s sustainability and environmental programs, and implement 
transitional summer programs for incoming students. Participating in 
student leadership led Benjamin “to realize that service is something  
I want to do for the rest of my life.”

A dedicated performer who has played leading roles in both 
theatrical and choral productions at the school, Benjamin helped 
create the SI Tech Film Festival, planning, coordinating, and raising 
funds for the annual event. The festival, which showcases student-
made films, has become one of the highlights of the school’s growing 
arts program. Benjamin also spends time tutoring middle school 
students to prepare them for New York City’s grueling Specialized 
High School Admissions Test.

Earlier this year, Benjamin was one of two students from New York State 
to spend a week in Washington, D.C., experiencing government in 
action as part of the United States Senate Youth Program. A QuestBridge 
National College Match Finalist, member of the National Honor Society, 
and AP Scholar with Honor, Benjamin will study government, political 
science, and international relations at Harvard University and plans a 
career in public service.
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KHAI 
TRAN
Yale

Khai Tran, the valedictorian at Franklin 
High School in Los Angeles, CA, loves 
languages. By the time the Vietnamese 
native arrived in the U.S. for high school, 
he had already studied English, Japanese, 
and Norwegian. A Scandinavian language 

might seem an unusual choice for a teenager in Southeast Asia, 
but Khai had a friend who was planning to attend university in 
Norway and was having trouble finding learning materials. Khai 
translated materials from the Norwegian University of Science 
and Technology into English, then used his translations to create 
a free online Norwegian course for English speakers, translating 
textbooks, making videos and recordings, and creating grammatical 
guidelines. Khai sees studying a language as a window on a new 
world. “I am thrilled with the power of communicating and gaining 
insight into another culture,” he says. His College Match counselor 
says Khai has “an exceptional facility and fascination” for language 
learning.

Khai is an AP Scholar with Honor and has won medals at regional, 
state, and national Academic Decathlon competitions. He has spent 
more than 1,000 hours on Academic Decathlon—memorizing facts; 
studying texts, musical compositions, and works of art; and looking 
intensely for common threads and themes within the material he 
studied. Khai is also a member of the Environmental Club, and he 
earned his school’s prestigious Academic Jacket. As an intern  
at the California Institute of Technology (Caltech), Khai worked in 
the solar energy lab on experiments with photoelectrochemical 
water-splitting. 

Khai will study linguistics at Yale and is considering a career as a writer.

NAJYA 
WILLIAMS
Harvard

Every morning, six-year-old Najya 
Williams and her mother watched families 
welcome new babies on Discovery Health 
Network’s “A Baby Story.” Seeing the 
pediatricians listening to the newborns’ 
heartbeats and testing their reflexes 

left a strong impression on young Najya, who now plans a career in 
medical research and public health. As a field trip coordinator for 
STRIVE Next Step D.C., which works with inner-city youth living with 
sickle cell disease, Najya has counseled teenagers, helping them 
overcome social and academic challenges, working with them on 
public speaking and creative writing, and assisting with homework 
and college applications. 

As Najya worked with STRIVE, she paid close attention to the way her 
high-need neighborhood was portrayed in the organization’s publicity 
materials. Najya wrote a paper proposing alternative language that 
would not limit the potential of the youth the organization serves. 
Her paper was published in Penn State Berk’s Undergraduate Journal 
of Service Learning and Community-Based Research, and STRIVE staff 
asked Najya to help them revise their materials.

Najya, the valedictorian at School Without Walls (SWW) Senior High 
School in Washington, D.C., and a member of the National Honor 
Society, made the Dean’s List as part of the Early College Program 
at George Washington University and has presented at the George 
Washington University Albert H. Small Symposium. As student 
leader of the SWW Poetry Club, Najya performed at the group’s 
annual spoken-word events, connected members with contests and 
publication opportunities, and received the group’s Outstanding 
Participation award in both 2014 and 2015. She will study public 
health at Harvard.
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DONGNI (AUDREY) 
ZHAO
University of California, Berkeley

Dongni (Audrey) Zhao, who graduated 
as salutatorian from San Fernando 
High School in San Fernando, CA, 
knows more about dental implants 
than the average teenager. Through 
the Pre-College Science Education 

Program at the University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA), Audrey 
collaborated with graduate and post-doctoral students on research 
looking at chemical coatings and their effect on the bioactivity of 
titanium surfaces, a material used in dental implants. She presented 
the results of her research at the 2016 meeting of the American 
Association of the Advancement of Science. “I am happy to know  
my findings will benefit future studies,” she says.

Audrey, an AP Scholar, is a student leader for Project Grad Los 
Angeles, helping younger students prepare for college. She is 
treasurer of the Junior Engineering and Technical Society, organizing 
monthly competitions in which students make pasta towers, paper 
planes, and self-propelling cars. San Fernando’s Science Club, of 
which Audrey is treasurer, partners with Pacoima Beautiful for 
community improvement projects like cleaning, planting trees, and 
distributing bike lights. Audrey played volleyball for three years, 
earning awards for Most Consistent Player and Best Sportsmanship. 
She is also a student leader for Language In Action, a program for 
non-native English-speakers that Audrey credits with helping her 
learn the language when she moved to the U.S. from China before 
high school. “My fluency in English and Mandarin in this Latino 
community makes [this work] more rewarding because, despite our 
distinct cultures, we find joys in our shared dreams,” Audrey says. 

Audrey will major in chemical engineering at the University of 
California, Berkeley.
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Chinweze Ahaghotu, MS 1996

Eric Aroesty

Marcel Anderson, MS 1999

Karen Bailey, MS 2004

Katherine Bradley

Phyllis Bresler

Kim Foo Chow, MS 1996

Jill Chozen

Dr. Joel Corbo, MS 2000

Jeremiah Davis

Ralph Finerman

Dr. Jane Foley

Simone Friedman

Abel Fuentes

Greg Gallagher

Rachel Giattino

Janet Gonzales

Monica Gordillo, MS 2010

Grant Gottschall

Dr. Edward Greene

Mariano Guzmán

Dr. Kendra Hearn

Loretta Hultman

John Hunter

Delaram Kamalpour, MS 2010

David Kim

Kevin Klowden

Karla Kraft

David Lam, MS 2011

Jennifer Lew, MS 2007

Luis Mercado, MS 2011

EJ Milken 

Gregory Milken

Shahla Naimi, MS 2008

Peter Orme, MS 2011

Alvaro Pacheco, Jr., MS 2002

Francis Poon, MS 2009

Minoli Ratnatunga

Juliette Riley

Amanda Schwartz

Cheryl Seraile-Yam, MS 1990

Janice Shen 

Dr. John Shen, MS 2003

Lisa Simms

Dr. Joelle Simpson, MS 1995

Lamarr Smith

Bonny Taing-Ward, MS 2004

Dr. Krishna Thangavelu

Dr. Vilma Torres

Dr. Jenny Tsang-Quinn, MS 1989

Chelsea Tuomi, MS 2010

DeWitt Velez-Rowe, MS 1990

Alex Wirth

MILKEN SCHOLARS 2016 SELECTION COMMITTEE
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KENNEDY AGWAMBA, 2012
B.S., Mathematical and Computational 
Biology, Concentration in Economics
Harvey Mudd College

JASMINE FERNANDEZ, 2012
S.B., Neurobiology, Secondary in 
Portuguese
Harvard College

VICTOR ARECHIGA, 2012
B.S., Biology
Williams College

NICHOLAS FINE, 2012
S.B., Mechanical Engineering
Massachusetts Institute of Technology

SHILPA BHONGIR, 2012
B.S., Economics, magna cum laude
Occidental College

MICHAEL ALEXANDER GLASSER, 2012
B.A., Molecular Biology and Biochemistry, 
Certificate in Creative Writing
Wesleyan University

MARYAMA DIAW, 2012
B.A., Geography modified with Arabic
Dartmouth College

NHI HO, 2012
A.B., Human Developmental and 
Regenerative Biology, Secondary in 
Computer Science
Harvard College

LUCKY DING, 2012
B.A., Molecular and Cell Biology-
Immunology
University of California, Berkeley

JACOB KIM, 2012
A.B., Statistics, Secondary in Computer 
Science
Harvard College

2016 UNDERGRADUATE DEGREES FOR MILKEN SCHOLARS



2929

JOSHUA LEE, 2012
B.A., Economics and Computer Science
Wesleyan University

LAURA SONG, 2012
B.A., Political Science and Government 
and Media Studies
Vassar College

VALENCIA LEWIS, 2012
B.S., Economics, Concentration in 
Marketing & Management
University of Pennsylvania

ASHLEY CHRISTINA VOURAKIS, 2012
A.B., Human Development and 
Regenerative Biology, Secondary in Global 
Health and Health Policy
Harvard College

JOY OHIOMOBA, 2012
B.S., Global Health; B.A., Biological 
Sciences, Minor in Spanish
University of Southern California

DAVID WANG, 2012
A.B., Human Developmental and 
Regenerative Biology
Harvard College

DENNIS OJOGHO, 2012
A.B., Government with Spanish 
Language Citation
Harvard College

CAITLIN ZELLERS, 2012
A.B., Environmental Studies
Dartmouth College

VANESHIA REED, 2012
S.B., History of Science
Harvard College
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2016 GRADUATE DEGREES EARNED BY MILKEN SCHOLARS

STEVEN CHUA, 2007
M.Eng., Industrial Engineering 
Operations Research
University of California, Berkeley

SHAHLA NAIMI, 2008
M.A., Sociology and Anthropology
Graduate Institute of International 
and Development Studies, Geneva 

IVAN ORTIZ, 2001
Ph.D., English
Princeton University

MANAVJEET SIDHU, 2006
M.B.A., Business Administration, 
Leonard N. Stern School of Business
M.D., Doctor of Medicine
New York University

PATRICE TULLY-WILLIAMS, 1996
M.D., Doctor of Medicine
Drexel University

MORRIS VANEGAS, 2008
M.S., Mechanical Engineering
M.S., Aeronautical and Astronautical 
Engineering
Massachusetts Institute of Technology

ALMA LUZ ZEPEDA, 2008
M.A., Elementary Education  
and Teaching
Johns Hopkins University  
School of Education
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JENNY LEE
Program Assistant

JONI MILKEN-NOAH
Mike’s Math Club

DOUG WILSON
Database Engineer

LAMARR SMITH
Mike’s Math Club

ERIKA KEREKES
Communication

ANA BEATRIZ CHOLO
Communications

JEREMIAH DAVIS
Associate Director

LORI MILKEN
Co-Founder

GREG GALLAGHER
Senior Program 

Administrator

ABEL FUENTES
Program Coordinator

GREGORY A. MILKEN
Director Emeritus

MARIANO GUZMÁN
Director Emeritus

JANET GONZALES
Program Coordinator

EJ MILKEN
Director

DR. KRISHNA THANGAVELU
Director of Career 

Development

DR. JANE FOLEY
Director

RALPH FINERMAN
Senior Advisor

MICHAEL MILKEN
Co-Founder

MILKEN SCHOLARS TEAM
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GREG 
GALLAGHER

Senior Program Administrator
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